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French master’s program opens doors to world of
work opportunities
By Jenny Price

Special points of interest:
• Program students and alumni
find work opportunities
• Interning in Québec
• Africa, via France and the
White House, and back again
• News from students, alumni,
partners and friends

MADISON — With graduation looming, Kristen
Murphy was at a crossroads.
As she was finishing up bachelor’s degrees in
French and political science during her final semester at the University of Rhode Island, she
figured her only choice was to get a master’s
degree in one of those two subjects. That was
until her adviser told her about the Professional
French Masters Program at the University of Wisconsin-Madison, one of the only schools to offer
a graduate degree that combines language skills
with study in other academic areas.
“So many people go through undergraduate
and master’s programs and are pigeonholed into
things they don’t like, because ‘it’s more bankable’ or ‘it’s what I have to do,’” says Murphy,
who expects to graduate in May with her master’s in French and European Union affairs.
Since 2000, the UW-Madison program has
prepared students who love the French language
to work in careers outside the classroom. Lan-
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Study abroad advisor Elena Hart
(international education) promotes a
French Film Festival near her office at
Juniata College.

Kristen Murphy (EU affairs) interning last fall at

Château Couraze, in France’s Bordeaux region.
guage study is combined with coursework in
marketing, education or other areas of interest,
along with a required professional internship that
gets students off campus to experience the
world of work, from business to tourism to winemaking, as they compete their final master’s
project.
“The one thing that really sets them apart is
they know they don’t want to be academics,”
says Ritt Deitz, the program’s executive director,
who teaches some of its classes and hunts yearround for internships in the French-speaking
world to find the right fit for students.
The program has been featured in U.S. News
and World Report, which lauded its goal “to introduce practicality, or at least employability, to the
liberal arts without losing those disciplines’ focus
on intellectual skills.”
It’s also been a boon to the study of French at
UW-Madison. Although enrollment in French has
dropped nationwide, the Professional French
Masters Program (PFMP) nearly doubled the
number of students earning graduate degrees in
French here. The 31 PFMP students currently
enrolled make up about 40 percent of the department’s graduate programs.
Deitz says it’s the diversity of course offerings
at UW-Madison that make the program work.
(Continued on page 4)
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Lettre dʼune stagiaire

Michelle Harrison lors d’une
dégustation de vins régionaux
au Château Frontenac (Québec)

Michelle Harrison (média / arts / production culturelle)

Michelle Harrison fait actuellement son stage au
Château Mont Sainte-Anne, à Beaupré (Québec).
Ses recherches portent sur l’écogastronomie—
plus particulièrement le marketing des produits
agroalimentaires durables dans la province de
Québec. Voilà une partie d’un échange que Michelle a eu récemment avec le directeur exécutif,
la liaison stages, et la coordinatrice des stages du
PFMP.
Bonjour Ritt, Chris et Patrizia,
J'espère que vous allez tous bien et que les préparations pour la rentrée se passent bien aussi.
Patrizia, j'espère que les fêtes de Noël et du Nouvel An ont été superbes pour toi! Ça me manque
beaucoup, les marchés de Noël et l'ambiance à
Strasbourg.

Maintenant qu'il
connaît un peu
mieux mon
parcours dans le
PFMP, M.
Grenier m'aide à
organiser des
rencontres avec
plusieurs artisans
locaux. L'hôtel
travaille déjà avec
plusieurs d'entre
eux et un
convivium Slow
Food se réunit ici
toutes les deux
semaines.

Je me suis très bien installée ici au Château Mont
Sainte-Anne. M. Grenier est super gentil et nous
partageons beaucoup des mêmes théories, je
crois, sur l'écogastronomie, le style de travailler
avec les autres, etc. Il a déjà fait beaucoup pour
moi, comme me récupérer à l'aéroport, m'acheter un souper et un petit déjeuner très gastronome au restaurant ici lors de mon arrivée et
m'emmener au supermarché pour faire des courses. Tous les autres employés sont très sympas
aussi, et le Mont et l'hôtel sont très beaux.
J'accompagne M. Grenier dans ses activités (il
travaille beaucoup!). Il m'explique comment il
s'organise pour diriger l'équipe du restaurant, me
montre les logiciels qu'il utilise,
le suivi qu'il fait avec les clients
qui ont fait des commentaires,
les formations qu'il fait avec
ses employés, les rendez-vous
avec des fournisseurs de vins,
etc.

Le Château Frontenac

des producteurs locaux et d'autres dirigeants dans le secteur agroalimentaire...
dont LE MINISTRE DE L'AGRICULTURE et
LE MINISTRE DU TOURISME la semaine
prochaine à Québec! Je prépare déjà les
questions et fais plus de recherches à
propos d'eux.
A tantôt (si je peux dire ça à la québécoise),

Michelle

Maintenant qu'il connaît un peu
mieux mon parcours dans le
PFMP il m'aide à organiser des
rencontres avec plusieurs artisans locaux. L'hôtel travaille
déjà avec plusieurs d'entre eux
et un convivium Slow Food se
réunit ici toutes les deux semaines.
Les journées de travail commencent déjà à se dérouler de
manière plus smooth et Mr.
Grenier a besogné pour organiser pour moi plein plein plleeiin
de rencontres/entretiens avec

Michelle Harrison et Richard Grenier, son directeur de
stage du Château Mont Sainte-Anne, avec le Bonhomme
Carnaval (patron du Carnaval de Québec), au Château
Frontenac.
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I write this column on the eve of our
annual "Déjeuner du printemps." Director of public affairs for Skyrock
Radio in Paris, Mamadou Gaye will
speak at the luncheon, on the constantly-evolving topic of President
Obama as he is seen by young people
in France. Initially dubbed
"Obamamania" (on both sides of the
Atlantic), the phenomenon has rapidly
evolved, as have the kinds of obstacles faced by the U.S. President himself—not to mention world leaders
across the globe. Stimulus packages
and other daily urgencies have rightly
pushed all such mania aside, but the
symbolic effect of an Obama presidency still resounds in French life,
especially in the ongoing conversation
about who France's future own leaders ought to be… and where they might
come from.
Gaye has been to Madison before—five years
ago, to be precise (see L'ESSOR Vol. 1, No. 2).
Then Vice President and Secretary General of
S.O.S. Racisme, Gaye spoke to PFMP students
about strategic communication in organizations
advocating for social and political change. He
also presented that week at a campus-wide conference on Islam in Europe, at which scholars
from all over the world came to debate the obstacles and potential benefits European Muslims
could be facing in the near future. That year,
S.O.S. Racisme took two PFMP interns at its

A driver’s apprentice advertises the benefits of his particular “car
rapide” to a potential customer on the streets of Dakar.
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From the Executive Director

Ritt Deitz

In Gaye’s case, the
conversation encompasses both French
and American life. Yet
what makes the whole
conversation possible,
really, is the continent
the President’s father
was from.

Paris office: Don Hall, currently a member of the PFMP External Advisory
Board and Product Consultant at Epicor
Software (Minneapolis), where he
works with American and Canadian
partner firms, and Elaine Clark Hall (no
relation to Don), now a training specialist at the U.S. Office of Foreign Disaster
Assistance. We are thrilled to host
Mamadou Gaye's second appearance
in the program.
The "Déjeuner du printemps" is always a lively event, taking place as it
does in the spring and at the beginning of the Wisconsin Film Festival. This year's speaker, a French
citizen born and raised in Senegal, reminds us of the
immense variety of the
francophone world. Most
of our speakers do; in
Gaye's case, the conversation encompasses
both French and American life. Yet what makes
the whole conversation
possible, really, is the
continent the President's
father was from.
If you are a francophile reading this column
(likely), and regularly
peruse the Frenchspeaking press (also
likely), you know how
present Africa is in daily
international dialogue. In
my original notes for this column, I
had jotted down to "write about
Rwanda's recent decision to prioritize English as an official language"—something the Rwandan
(Continued on page 4)

Walking home from school
(Dakar)

Entrepreneurial spirit at
the Université Gaston
Berger de St-Louis (student
poster)
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Work Opportunities (continued from page 1)
Students study French along with
one of six concentration areas,
including business, education,
international education, European Union affairs, international
development and media/arts/
cultural production. Their coursework is followed by a required
internship in a French-speaking
country.
“Even students in the same
concentration areas strike their
own unique paths, as everyone
has different passions,” Murphy
says. “The professors encourage
the students to really tap what
you love to integrate it into the
program.”
For Murphy, that meant winemaking. After completing her
coursework on campus, she
spent the summer working at a
local vineyard in Rhode Island.
For the fall semester, she traveled to France’s Bordeaux region
where she interned alongside the
winemaker and vineyard manager at Château Couraze, whose
family has been in the winemaking business since the
1620s.
“I had thought that wine would
be more of a hobby than an actual career track,” Murphy says.
UW-Madison’s partner in Senegal: the Université Gaston
Berger de Saint-Louis.

“I've been extremely lucky.”
Now Murphy, who is completing
her master’s project on how French
vineyards can compete on a global
scale, has landed a job with Wine
Library, a family-owned New Jersey
wine importer and seller about 30
minutes from New York. She’s already using her French, assisting
with brainstorming a name for a
private-label Bordeaux that will be
sold exclusively in the shop.
Murphy credits the UW-Madison
program with teaching her the networking skills she needed to find
employment in the industry.
“There are more options out
there than you’d think, and I’m just
starting to get my feet wet,” she
says.
The scope and variety of internships and career opportunities
available to students in the program is what attracted Elena Hart
to enroll.
“I was so impressed with what
past students had done and their
updates. I thought ‘Wow. That’s
where I want to be,’” says Hart, who
studied French and international
education.
Hart developed an interest in
rural tourism after teaching English
in a small agricultural community
in the southwest of France for five
(Continued on page 5)

From the Executive Director (continued from page 3)
Closer to home are
actual connections
between francophone Africa and
our program.

government made public last fall as part of its longterm economic development plan. Rwandan officials
noted that things like textbooks for schoolchildren
were much cheaper and much more widely available
in the U.S. and the U.K. than from French publishers,
and those same officials were clear that this was an
economic move and nothing more. But at other
times that same government has accused France of
indirectly supporting the former Rwandan army and
Hutu militias and thus of encouraging the 1994
genocide. The move toward English in Rwanda
seems, perhaps justifiably, like payback.
Closer to home are actual connections between
francophone Africa and the program. One of our
newest students, Meghan Butler (international development), joins us after having lived and worked two
years in Guinea, and Meghan's contributions in class
this spring have been lively and enlightening. Jenny
(Continued on page 7)

Kids playing soccer on the beach at N’Gor (Senegal)
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Work Opportunities (continued from page 4)

The program’s students aren’t all lovers of wine, Voltaire and French
cinema. Some are
looking to use their
language skills
working in the developing world
where French is
spoken, including
Haiti and some
African countries.

years. For her
master’s internship, Hart spent
last summer
working for a
small company
that arranges
hiking trips in
France for ecotourists. She recently got a fulltime job as a
study abroad adviser at Juniata
College in central
Pennsylvania, in
part thanks to the
Maura Stadem Suilebhan
connections and
(MFS 2004)
experience she
gained after joining a professional organization dedicated to study abroad and international education.
The program pushes its students to make those
kinds of connections, which 2004 graduate Maura
Stadem says goes a long way in preparing its graduates.
“One of the best things that the PFMP tries to
teach is the importance of networking and staying
open,” says Stadem, who works in Washington, D.C.,
as executive assistant to the president of EDFINA, a
major French utility company. She shifts seamlessly
between French and English each day and relies
heavily on her understanding of the nuances of both
cultures.

Stadem studied media/arts/cultural production
alongside French and did her internship in Montreal with KINO, a Quebecois film society with a
branch in Madison. She moved to Washington
without any work lined up and landed a position at
the French Embassy before moving to her current
job with EDFINA.
“I was in a place to take advantage of my
knowledge and understanding of the French language and culture, both thanks to my experience
and studies through the PFMP and as a result
of the explorations and travel I did in France on my
own,” she says.
The program’s students aren’t all lovers of wine,
Voltaire and French cinema. Some are looking to
use their language skills working in the developing
world where French is spoken, including Haiti and
some African countries, and are concerned about
the plight of women and children in those countries.
Ultimately, what sets the program apart is the
fact that it’s highly individualized and studentcentered, Deitz says.
“It requires an awful lot of discipline and creativity
on the part of the student, like any interdisciplinary
program does,” he says. “And I think it does so,
and we make it so, because life requires that from
people at the very least, especially now.”
(Reprinted with permission from WISCONSIN
WEEK, Feb. 11, 2009.)

News: Faculty, Staff, Board Members, Partners, & Friends
Teri Anderson, PFMP External
Advisory Board Member and
International Channel Manager
at Promega Corporation, was
awarded the NASBITE Certificate Global Business Professional certification in September 2008.
William J. Berg (French and
Italian) is finishing a book entitled Nature and Culture: Landscape and Identity in Québec
Literature and Painting. It fol-

lows his last book, Imagery and Ideology: Fiction and Painting in Nineteenth-Century France, published in
October 2007 at the University of
Delaware Press.
Distinguished Lecturer Laurey Martin-Berg this year's recipient of the
prestigious College of Letters and
Science Judith Craig Distinguished
Service Award, joins her colleague
and husband Professor William J.
Berg in retiring this May from the
(Continued on page 7)

YOUR GIFT MATTERS
The program would like to thank Eleanor Lieberman, Beth Kramer, and San and Sarah Orr for
their generous support of our students. A thousand-dollar scholarship goes a very long way in
the life and work of a PFMP student.
For information on giving to the PFMP, contact Executive Director
Ritt Deitz at mdeitz@wisc.edu or 608-262-4090.

Laurey Martin-Berg, Bill Berg
and Nelly Halzen at the French
House “Gala de Noël.”
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Current Students & Alumni
Chris Beaver (MFS 2005, EU affairs, PFMP External Advisory Board) is a three-year veteran of the
Canadian sales department of Trek Bicycle in
Waterloo, Wisconsin. He also serves as Internships Liaison for the PFMP. When not at work
Chris enjoys getting reacquainted with his Southern roots through music, food and family.
Shannon (Takacs) Becker (MFS 2008, Media/
Arts/Cultural Production) is currently teaching
French at Indiana University Northwest.
Sandie Belardi (tutrice 2004) est de retour à
Paris depuis l'été 2008, après avoir travaillé un
an à New York. Sandie travaille présentement
en Relations Investisseurs pour le Groupe Casino, groupe de grande distribution français.
Irene Borngraeber (MFS 2008, media/arts/
cultural production) defended her final project,
L'évolution du sac croissant, in December. She
currently writes for ArtVoices magazine in New
York.
Kateland Butler (business) termine son stage à
Init Satisfaction, compagnie de marketing en
région parisienne. Dès cet été, Kate deviendra
Chargée d'études chez Init, poste dans lequel
elle s'occupera d'études de satisfaction pour des
clients comme Renault, Védiorbis, et Thalès.

proposals, international training programs,
research and marketing.
Mary Crowley (média / arts / production culturelle) vient de terminer son stage professionnel au Musée du Vieux Château à Laval
(France) où elle s'occupait d'expositions temporaires et de la collection permanente d'art
naïf. Son projet de recherche de maîtrise
porte sur le financement des musées français.
De retour à Madison, elle travaille de manière
permanente à MSCR (Madison Schools Community Recreation), comme Youth Arts Specialist, responsable de tous les programmes
d'enrichissement pour enfants en matière
d'arts.

Alumnae Lisa Parisi, Natalie Higgins and
Erin Woodard enjoy a PFMP networking
Rebecca Ebin (MFS 2005, Education) curbreak at Chicago bistro Madame Tartine.
rently teaches French at East Los Angeles
College and is the Summer Study in Paris
Program Leader for East Los Angeles College, in conjunction with the European Studies
Association. Rebecca lives in Paris for the month
of July with her students, who study French language, culture and civilization.
Erin Edwards (développement international) fera
son stage cet été à Port-au-Prince (Haïti), dans le
cadre de l’organisation haïtienne Sant Pon Ayiti,
qui vise à améliorer les relations entre Dominicains et Haïtiens. Erin s’occupera des financements pour un groupe de théâtre / danse /
musique.
Jessica Ettner (tutrice 2004) travaille actuellement à la Chambre de Commerce et d'Industrie
de Paris, où elle est chargée de mission pour le
Directeur de l'Enseignement et de la Formation,
qui gère la politique des écoles de la
chambre en matière de formation
initiale, de formation continue, et
d'apprentissage.

Chris Beaver (MFS 2005) se fraie un chemin.

Cory Casey (business) received his bachelor’s
degree in International Studies and French, with
a minor in business, at Virginia Tech. Over the
fall semester, he began research on competitive
advantages in the French economy.
Lindsay Colbert (MFS 2008, International Development) is currently interning at Heartland International where she assists the team in grant

Sandie Belardi

Jessica (Eggers) Fazio (MFS 2003,
international education) is a financial
aid advisor at Le Cordon Bleu College
of Culinary Arts, in St. Louis
(Missouri). She lives with her husband in O'Fallon, Missouri.
Ethan Footlik (MFS 2009, affaires
européennes) a soutenu son mémoire, Les classes populaires dans la
société français actuelle: débats et
perspectives, en décembre 2009,
avec mention. Il est traducteur chez
HTT, firme de traduction technique à
Rouen (France).

Jour de marché à la frontière entre la République
dominicaine et Haïti (source: Sant Pon Ayiti, où Erin
Edwards fera son stage cet été)

(Continued on page 9)
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(Continued from page 5)

university. Bill and Laurey are currently working
on a book based on the UW-Madison Chazen
Museum of Art's French collection, in relation to
French literature. These longtime members of
the Department of French and Italian join another colleague, Professor of French and fellow
PFMP collaborator Janet Caulkins, who retired
last December.
Kelley Conway

François Tochon

Richard Goodkin

Kelley Conway of the Department of Communication Arts is directing the study abroad program
in Aix-en-Provence in 2008-09. She is enjoying
watching her 55 students from the UW, the University of Michigan, and Indiana University discover the miracle of French bread and cheese,
the horror of French bureaucracy, and the power
of new ideas at the Université de Provence
and Sciences Po. Her current research interests include the American reception of
Brigitte Bardot, the multi-media installations
of French filmmakers, and all things Agnès
Varda.

In November, Beth Kramer (PFMP external advisory board member and 2008 PFMP Honorary
Fellow) left her position at Vista Higher Learning
and is now Publisher of World Languages at
Heinle / Cengage Learning, the leading publisher
of French college textbooks in the United States.
Francois Victor Tochon (C&I and FRIT Professor
in World Language Education) has received a
three-year $471,200 grant from the International Research and Studies Program of the U.S.
Department of Education for a project titled “A
Deep Approach to Turkish Teaching and Learning.” The project will involve collaborations with
faculty at Yildiz Technical University in Istanbul,
METU in Ankara, Princeton, Chicago, Penn, and
UW-Madison.

Professor of French Richard Goodkin has
been selected to receive a Senior Fellowship
at the Institute for Research in the Humanities for a term beginning this coming September.
In February, Office of International Academic
Programs Study Abroad Advisor Katie Saur,
PFMP Executive Director Ritt Deitz, and Professors Jan Miernowski (French and Italian)
and Dominique Brossard (Life Sciences Communication) traveled to Dakar and SaintLouis, Senegal, to review the exchange program
UW-Madison currently has with the Université
Gaston Berger.

Jan Miernowski, Ritt Deitz, Katie Saur and
Dominique Brossard learn some Wolof in Dakar, with Baobab Center teacher Madame
Oumoul Sow (center).

From the Executive Director (continued from page 4)
An afternoon at the Université Gaston
Berger de St-Louis, Senegal. A note at
the door to the library (above); a tour
of one of the “villages” of the résidences universitaires (below).

Parker (international education) has also
built such a connection, having confirmed
her plans to do her PFMP internship next
year at the Université Gaston Berger in
Saint-Louis, Senegal (see "Current Students
and Alumni").
The PFMP has sent previous interns to
Africa—alumni who now work in NGOs and
private international firms and are members of our External Advisory Board—and we
have long practiced "connecting" with all
parts of the francophone world outside
France. But these recent happenings—
Meghan's arrival in Madison, Jenny's imminent departure for Africa, Mamadou Gaye's

return to speak, and even international attention to the African roots of our new president—reinforce those connections. For me,
such reminders of the vibrancy of the Subsaharan francophone world inevitably echo the
energy of those PFMP students who do work
there.
While on an official visit to the UWMadison study-abroad program in Senegal
earlier this month, I found myself running
into echoes of that work. A fisherman a colleague and I spoke with in Saint-Louis told us
a wrenching tale of a failed immigration
attempt by sea, in which he had sailed to the
Canary Islands with human cargo and was
(Continued on page 10)
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Selected spring events on campus

3.9 "Rules everyone can live with? Why a European Higher Education Area is being Constructed
through the Bologna Process." Anne Corbett (Visiting Fellow at the European Institute at the London
School of Economics). 9-10 a.m., 336 Ingraham Hall, 1155 Observatory Dr.
3.10 The Past and Future of US-European Relations. Geir Lundestad , Director, Norwegian Nobel Institute, Oslo, Norway, and 2008-2009 Marshall-Monnet Scholar-in-Residence. 4:00-6:00 pm, Alumni
Lounge, Pyle Center, 702 Langdon Street.
3.11 African History Lecture. Paul Lovejoy (York University), "Indigenous Interpretations of History in
West Africa Before 1800." 4pm, University Club, 803 State Street.
4.3 Déjeuner du printemps du PFMP. Annual spring luncheon featuring keynote speaker Mamadou
Gaye (former Vice President and Secretary General of S.O.S. Racisme, Paris, and current Public Affairs
Director for Skyrock Radio, Paris), on "Obamamania et la jeunesse française." Grainger Hall (by invitation only).

The UW-Madison Maison française on
the shores of Lake Mendota, where
PFMP students may live alongside
other francophones. Many Frenchlanguage program events take place
here.

4.15 French Filmmaker and Screenwriter Pierre Sauvage Speaks at UW-Madison. An Emmy Awardwinning filmmaker, Mr. Sauvage is best known for his 1989 documentary Weapons of the Spirit,
which tells the story of a small Protestant village in France occupied by German soldiers. His current
interests focus on American reactions to the massacre of Jews in Europe. 4:00 pm-5:00 pm. Wisconsin Historical Society Auditorium.
ONGOING
Public meals at the French House. Wednesday night dinners (6pm) and Friday lunch (noon), open to
the public, in a French-speaking restaurant with award-winning chef Betsy Piper. Reservations at
262-5074. Wednesday night dinners followed by free Cinéclub screenings.
African Studies Program Sandwich Seminar Series. (Weekly presentations on African phenomena,
current and historical, by scholars from all over the world.)
International Opportunities Advising. Global Studies offers advising for those interested in academic
and professional experiences abroad.
Cinéclub de la Maison française. Le mercredi soir à 19h30, en version originale sous-titrée en anglais, entrée libre. 633 North Frances St.
DINERS PUBLICS le mercredi à la Maison Française (appeler 262-3941 pour réserver une place)

Public Affairs Director at Skyrock (Paris), Mamadou Gaye,
will speak at the PFMP
“déjeuner du printemps” in
April.

In addition to a full
schedule of graduate
courses, PFMP students
attend activities
related to their academic
work and interests
throughout the semester.
UW-Madison offers
hundreds of talks and
events every semester.
At the left is a list
of selected programs
that PFMP students
could attend this spring.
The first round table at the 2008 PFMP symposium, “Diversité culturelle et identité francophone: la jeunesse québécoise et la crise des 'accommodements raisonnables'.”

Most events are free, and
the public is welcome.
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Current Students & Alumni
(Continued from page 6)

Julia Grawemeyer (MFS 2008, media/arts/
cultural production) is a cultural consultant, tutor
and translator in Columbus, Ohio. Her recent
clients include Globid LLC, a growth solutions
firm specializing in manufacturers and service
companies.
Michelle Harrison (media/arts/cultural production) fait actuellement un stage en écogastronomie, au Château Mont-Saint-Anne à Beaupré
(Québec). Ses recherches portent sur le marketing des produits de terroir québécois dans la
province de Québec.
Following her ecotourism internship at Chemin
Faisant in the Cévennes ardéchoises, Elena Hart
(international education) has taken a position as
a study abroad advisor at Juniata College in Huntingdon, Pennsylvania. Her responsibilities include advising students on program options,
managing contacts with foreign partner universities, organizing pre-departure and re-entry sessions, coordinating scholarship applications and
selection, and conducting intercultural learning
assessment. She notes that, as coordinator of
Juniata's Lille and Laval programs, she has been
using "lots of French on the job." She plans to
defend her thesis on rural tourism in France this
semester.
Kirsten Holdwick (MFS 2008, international education) defended her thesis, L'intégration des
élèves défavorisés: quel modèle à suivre?, in
December, and earned distinction for her work.
She is currently working at the Madison Area
Technical College, as an International Program
Planner. This April, at the annual conference of
the Wisconsin Association of International Educators, she will give a presentation on underrepresented students in study abroad.
Annique Kiel (MFS 2004, international education, PFMP External Advisory Board) is Director of
Institutional Relations at Central College Abroad
in Pella, Iowa. This summer, Annique and her
husband Adam are expecting their first child.
Christine Kuenzle (business) fait actuellement un
stage a GfK Custom Research, à RueilMalmaison (France). Son projet de recherche
porte sur les services offerts par les cabinets de
conseil et à la recherche marketing en France.
Mary Beth Lambert (MFS 2007, EU affairs) works
as a passport specialist at the U.S. Passport
Agency in New Orleans (Department of
State). She has recently been traveling to other
states (including Wisconsin) conducting outreach
for the new upcoming border-crossing laws.

Cheryl Lowney (business) holds a Bachelor of
Arts degree in French from the University of Massachusetts-Amherst and a Bachelor of Science
degree in Economics from Worcester State College. She has lived and worked in Normandy,
Brittany and Paris. She is currently teaching at
the elementary school level and hopes to lead a
student tour to France this summer. After completing her PFMP degree, Cheryl hopes to resume teaching French at the secondary level.
Rebecca Lyne (MFS 2008, business) is now Development Officer for Marymount International
School, in Paris. She has lived and worked in
Paris since finishing her PFMP internship in
2003.

Rebecca Lyne
(MFS 2008) is
now Development
Officer for Marymount International School in
Paris.

In December, Louis Ledder (MFS 2008, media/
arts/cultural production) defended his final project, Comment le cinéma français s'exporte-t-il? :
vers une meilleure comprehension des stratégies
d'exportation du cinéma français, with distinction. Louis interned as assistant to the Directeur
Général of
Paramount
Home Entertainment
France, and
now works as
a Project
Manager in
Software
Implementation for Epic
Systems
Corporation
in Verona,
Wisconsin.
Louis has
joined the
French club
on Epic's
campus and
recently
screened a
French film
PFMP interns enjoy New Year’s Eve in Paris. L-R Kate Butler
for that group
(Init Satisfaction), Kelly McBrien (Tours & Détours), Anika Smith
at their last
et Christine Kuenzle (GfK Custom Research) et Mary Crowley
meeting.
(Musée du Vieux Château).
Kate Mayo
(MFS 2007, business/international development) works for Recycling Services, Inc., a private recycling company in Chicago. Her master's
research was on MEDEF and the sustainable
development movement in France.

(Continued on page 10)
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Audrey McGhee (Certificate 2006, business), a
Madison accountant specializing in non-profit
organizations, recently traveled to Uganda to
volunteer at an International HUG Foundation
school project for orphaned children.
Jordan Milliken (MFS 2007, media/arts/cultural
production) teaches French at Nebraska
Wesleyan University and works as a translator
for New York-based Transperfect Translations.
She continues her interest in bringing video and
human rights advocacy together, honing her
video editing skills via a public-television internship this spring; her 2007 master's project was
entitled Imaginer le génocide: le génocide rwandais et le cinéma.
Kristen Murphy (EU affairs) has returned from
her internship at Château Couraze in Saillans, in
the Fronsac appellation of Bordeaux, and is currently finishing her master's research on French
vineyards in the global wine market. In February, Kristen was hired by Wine Library, a familyowned wine importer and seller in Springfield,
New Jersey. Kristen will be writing for Wine Library's blog, "Terroir," and invites L'ESSOR readers to Twitter (@kmurph) for wine recommendations.
Jenny Parker (international education) will do her
internship this coming academic year at the Université Gaston Berger in Saint-Louis, Sénégal,
where she will work part-time in university administration and part-time teaching English.
In November, Laura Radtke (education) presented a session at the WAFLT Wisconsin Association for Language Teachers, in Appleton, Wisconsin. Entitled "Fête de la musique = Faites de
la musique," the session was about using music
in the high school French classroom. Laura is a

French teacher at White Lake High
School (Wisconsin) and did her
PFMP internship last summer at a
music festival in Brittany called
MAPL Musiques d'Aujourd'hui du
Pays de Lorient (see the Fall 2009
issue of L'ESSOR for a full article).
Sarah Humphrey Reinprecht (MFS
2003, business) is enjoying her
new role as "mère" to Henning,
born last July. She lives in Scottsdale, Arizona, where she continues
to develop her custom pillow and
embroidery business
(www.sarahlansdale.com). Sara's
husband, (former Badger) Steve
Reinprecht is in his fourth season
with the Phoenix Coyotes Hockey
Club.

Laura Radtke (French education) presents her
work on using French music in the classroom, at
the annual meeting of the Wisconsin Association
for Language Teachers.

Mandi Schoville (MFS 2005, international education) has left her position as a study abroad advisor in the office of International Academic Programs at UW-Madison to be a stay at home
mom. She continues to serve on the External
Advisory Board and looks forward to returning to
the International Education field in the future.
After finishing her position as a Principal Investigator for Frontier-Tanzania, Kara Schroepfer
(MFS 2008, international development) is now
an Associate in Research at Duke University
where she coordinates and carries out research
on primate social cognition. Part of her responsibilities include corresponding and liaising with
ape sanctuaries in the Democratic Republic of
Congo and the Republic of Congo.
Anika Smith (business) is currently doing her
internship at GFK Custom Research France, in
Rueil-Malmaison (just outside Paris). She works
(Continued on page 11)

Executive Director (continued from page 7)
turned back. He also had much to say about industrial fishing
methods. For me, both of these issues had come to light in a
presentation Zoe Plaugher (international development) had
done in French 623. I also heard several times about the
nearby Djoudj national wildlife preserve—where alumna Karen
Dawes (MFS 2004) had done her PFMP internship. Rachel
Cizek (international development) had herself interned at the
Université Gaston Berger and was remembered fondly there.
***
A final note on upcoming gatherings: our plans to celebrate
the tenth year of life of the PFMP will now likely culminate in a
series of events in early May 2010. Stay tuned.

M. Jean-Baptiste Main de Boissière,
Consul Général de France à Chicago,
donne un discours à Ingraham Hall.

Kara Schroepfer
(MFS 2008) is an
Associate in Research at Duke
University where
she coordinates and
carries out research
on primate social
cognition. Her responsibilities include
corresponding with
ape sanctuaries in
the Democratic Republic of Congo
and the Republic of
Congo.
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Greg continues work
on marketing research and insights
projects, both domestic and multinational, and also
has opportunities to
explore public opinion research on topics
such as the current
economic climate.

(Continued from page 10)

on a team that carries out research to track the
brand equity of Danone Waters, notably Evian and
Volvic, in countries across Europe, Asia, Middle
East and North America.
Maura (Stadem) Suilebhan (MFS 2004, media/
arts/cultural production) is now Executive Assistant to the President of EDF Development, Inc., an
outgrowth of Electricité de France International
North America, where Maura has worked for three
years. This fall, Maura married Gwydion
Suilebhan. The couple live in Washington, D.C.,
where they are both active in theater production.
(Maura's latest role is in The Faithkillers, written
by Gwydion and running March 30-April 18 at the
Taffety Punk Theatre Company.
Sébastien Vey (tuteur 2004) est de retour à Paris
depuis l'été 2008, après avoir travaillé un an à
New York. Sébastien travaille actuellement
comme analyse financier pour Exxon Mobil, à
Paris.
Greg Weiss (MFS 2006, media/arts/cultural production) has left his position at GfK Custom Research North America and is now a Research Manager at JWT (the ad agency formerly known as J.
Walter Thompson). In his new role, Greg continues
work on marketing research and insights projects,
both domestic and multi-national, and also has
opportunities to explore the domain of public opinion research on topics such as the current economic climate.

The Château Couraze in Saillans
(Bordeaux), the vineyard where Kristen Murphy (EU affairs) did her internship.

Sébastien Vey

Lauren Williams (MFS 2008, EU Affairs) is finishing her second semester of law at UW and has
been accepted to study international law at Paris
X in Spring 2010.
Erin Woodard (MFS 2004, business) has left her
position as senior study abroad coordinator for
The Rotary Foundation's Group Study Exchange
(GSE) Program in Evanston, IL, and is now helping
Rotary create a new Foundation structure. Erin is
now one of the Senior Coordinators helping pilot
Rotary's new model.

Maura Stadem Suilebhan (right)
with other members of the Taffety Punk Theatre Company
(Washington, DC)

The Baobab Center in Dakar, one of the UW-Madison’s
partners in Senegal.
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