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MADISON — One never knows where studying 
French can lead.  Just ask Peter Bloch.  
     Bloch, who retired this July as Senior Scientist 
and Faculty Associate in the UW-Madison Depart-
ment of Forest and Wildlife Ecology, has also 
advised PFMP students in international develop-
ment over the better part of the past decade.  
His retirement caps off over twenty years of re-
search, teaching, technical assistance and train-
ing in the department and in the university's 
Land Tenure Center—where he worked principally 
in natural resource management, land policy, 
and land reform.  While he describes his line of 
work as "people and natural resources," things 
were not always this clear.  In fact, Bloch's work 
at the UW-Madison really only represents the tail 
end of a much longer professional story—one 
that, according to him, began with an undergrad 
major at Harvard. 
     "I started off as a French major," says Bloch, 
"which led to an interest in international rela-
tions, which led to economic development, which 
led to environment and natural resource man-
agement."  After graduation, he did a master's 
degree in international relations at Johns Hop-

kins.  He fol-
lowed that with 
a Ph.D. in eco-
nomics at the 
University of 
California-
Berkeley.   
     Bloch's first 
job after his 
Ph.D. was the 
first experience 
to fully com-
bine his love of 
French, inter-
national rela-
tions and eco-
nomics:  he 
spent two and a half years teaching economics 
at the Université de Dakar (now called the Uni-
versité Cheikh Anta Diop), in Senegal.  It was an 
eye-opening experience. 
      "It was my first time in a developing coun-
try," says Bloch, who found the West African 
nation "benign on the surface and challenging 

(Continued on page 4) 
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UW-Madison Senior Scientist and PFMP Advisor 
Retires By Ritt Deitz 

Book Review:  A Better Way for Africa ? 

 MOYO, DAMBISA. Dead Aid: Why Aid is not Work-
ing and How There is a Better Way for 
Africa. New York: Farrar, Straus and 
Giroux, 2009. ISBN 0374139563. 208p. 
$24. 

 
When Africa is in the news, we hear about vio-
lence, poverty, and corruption. Simultaneously, 
we hear of millions of dollars each year that go to 
aid in Africa but seem to yield very few results. 
What is wrong with this scenario? Why isn’t it 
working, and what needs to change in order to 
facilitate real development in the parts of Africa 
that need it most ? Dambisa Moyo, an Oxford-
educated economist who was born and raised in 
Zambia, tackles these difficult questions in her 

By Callista Meeusen 

Callista Meeusen (center), during her internship in 
Fianarantsoa, Madagascar.  Peter Bloch advised 
her master’s project, “Trouver un équilibre entre la 
réduction de la pauvreté et la conservation  
environnementale à Madagascar.” 

                          (Continued on page 3) 



Dans mon 
département, nous 
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multitude de sujets 
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produits de luxe, 

les marques de 
stylos et le 

matériel pour le 
bureau/la 

maison.   

Lettre d’une stagiaire                                 Cristina Settar  ( business )  

Pa

Cristina Settar fait actuellement son stage à GfK 
Custom Research France, à Rueil-Malmaison.  
Elle vit à Paris.  Voici le texte d’un courriel qu’elle 
a envoyé cet automne au directeur exécutif du 
PFMP. 
 
 
Paris, 4 septembre 2009 
 
Bonjour Ritt, 
  
Il n’y a qu’une chose qui vient à l’esprit en ce 
moment en France : la rentrée, qui arrive chaque 
année début septembre sans hésitation, mar-
quant la fin de la liberté de l’été et le commence-
ment d’une nouvelle année scolaire.  Ceci dit, je 
vois bien les changements qui accompagnent 
cette période transitoire, par rapport à l’atmos-
phère globale au boulot, qui sont également mar-
qués par l'augmentation du travail, l’accroisse-
ment du nombre des personnes et le haut niveau 
de dévotion élicitée par l’ensemble de ces deux 
caractéristiques.  (En même temps, je vois bien 
que la rentrée est également associée avec le fait 
que j’aurai besoin de me tenir debout dans le bus 
jusqu’à la fin de mon stage à cause de tous les 
lycéens qui réapparaissent tout à coup….) 
     Les mois d’été étaient tranquilles chez GfK, 
cela m’a permis de commencer le processus 
d’intégration dans ce nouveau monde culturel et 
professionnel.  Au début, je me suis plongée dans 
le domaine de la traduction, une tâche qui sem-
blait tout à fait logique pour une stagiaire améri-
caine dans une entreprise française d’envergure 
internationale.  C’était très instructif de travailler 
pour plusieurs départements sur des sujets et des 
clients divers, traités par des équipes différentes.  
Etre traductrice m’a permis de voir et de franchir 
les barrières créées par les langues, en donnant 
une nouvelle perspective à des tâches quotidien-
nes professionnelles (des questionnaires, des 
présentations et des mails).  (C’est tellement 
incroyable de voir le nombre de choses auxquel-
les nous ne pensons jamais en utilisant notre 
langue maternelle : j’ai appris à décrocher mon 
téléphone sans rougir à chaque fois, par exem-
ple…) 
     Dans mon département (U&A : « Usage et Atti-
tudes »), nous traitons une multitude de sujets 
comme les produits de luxe, les marques de sty-
los et le matériel pour le bureau/la maison.  Mon 
premier projet « officiel » portait sur une étude 
faite pour une grande marque internationale de 
cosmétiques.  En commençant par faire la traduc-
tion d’un questionnaire de l’anglais au français 
avec une stagiaire française, cela m’a permis 

d’apprendre des mots spécifiques sur le 
sujet.  (Qui aurait pu savoir que le mot exfo-
liate était presque le même en français, et 
qu’il n’existait pas en allemand ?  Ce genre 
de choses que l’on apprend en étant sta-
giaire aux U&A !)   
     Participer à cette première étape m’a 
aidé à voir une étude de marché d’une ma-
nière plus précise.  Dans ce cas, nous avons 
commencé par la création d’un question-
naire, puis nous l’avons envoyé en program-
mation (scripting on-line).  Ensuite, nous 
avons testé le lien pour vérifier qu’il était 
bien programmé (vérification des fautes 
d’orthographe et des « filtres » du question-
naire, par exemple).  Une fois le lien validé, 
nous avons lancé le terrain (début de la 
phase où les répondants peuvent se 
connecter compléter l’enquête) au début du 
mois d’août. 
     Maintenant que le terrain est terminé, et 
que nous avons récupéré les données, nous 
les analysons pour identifier les tendances 
clés dans les trois pays concernés par l’é-
tude (la France, le Danemark et l’Allema-
gne).  Nous les présenterons au client dans 
un mois en demi.  Je suis très fière de ce 
que nous avons fait jusqu’à maintenant—et 
j’ai trop hâte de continuer jusqu’au bout, 
même si la rentrée et ses nombreux projets 
se font sentir dans le travail ! 
 
Très cordialement, 

 
             Cristina 
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                   Cristina Settar 

Cristina Settar (droite), avec les 
collègues de son département 



Occasionally, a theme emerges or-
ganically in a particular issue of L’ES-
SOR.  This is one of those issues, and 
the theme is sustainability.   
     This is not so surprising.  PFMP 
students and alumni across the fields 
have been turning their intellectual 
and professional efforts toward 
développement durable as the world’s 
ambivalence about old habits of 
growth and change has grown.  New 
students arrive as committed as ever 
to use their French professionally, in a 
world where sustainability is rapidly 
becoming the dominant feature of the 
international professional setting. 
     International development is a 
PFMP concentration area that has 
long drawn both students and men-
tors with this worldview. This issue 
highlights the departure from the univer-
sity of one of those mentors:  Senior Scientist 
and international development expert Peter 
Bloch (see article on page one). Peter’s work in 
the PFMP has been fundamental to the early 
successes of our international development con-
centration:  he has advised several of our stu-
dents in this field, through internships abroad 
and into careers in the public, private and non-
governmental sectors.  At Peter’s first PFMP 
advising luncheon, he introduced himself as “one 
of those who actually love French literature”... so 
much so, he added, that he decided to work in 
natural resources management so that he could 

continue to use his French. Peter’s career (thus far) 
has been a beacon to scores of PFMPers juggling the 
same kinds of goals, and will likely remain so as he 
periodically checks in with us from his retirement. 
     This issue is especially rich in book reviews, all of 
which have to do with sustainable development.  
Having done her PFMP research on slash and burn 
agriculture in Madagascar, recent alumna Callista 
Meeusen reviews Dambisa Moyo’s Dead Aid, a stark 
critique of even the most humanitarian forms of de-
velopment in Africa. Nikki Pitotti, currently in Switzer-
land for her internship, reviews Senegalese writer 

(Continued on page 10) 

 

 Ritt Deitz 
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Dead Aid: Why Aid is Not Working  (continued from page 1) 

recent book, Dead Aid: Why Aid is not Working and 
How There is a Better Way for Africa. 
     Moyo starts her book with a brief history of aid, 
highlighting the post-WWII Marshall Plan, structural 
adjustment in the 1980s, and “glamour aid” of 
more recent years (i.e. Bono). I was struck by one 
particular example she gives of how aid can be 
more hurtful than helpful if not properly imple-
mented:  imagine that 500,000 donated mosquito 
nets are distributed in a high-risk malaria zone.  
Imagine also that, in this area, there is a local mos-
quito net maker who employs 10 people, each of 
whom supports an extended family of 15. The do-
nated mosquito nets eliminate the need for the 
local maker’s product, which in turn eliminates the 
sole source of income for 150 people.  
      Unfortunately, this is how most aid happens – 
“free” money or product arrives, with or without 
strings attached, without regard for any ill effects 
that could happen as a result of the donation. There 
are solutions: Moyo proposes that, in this particular 

case, it would be much more useful if donors bought 
mosquito nets from the local maker and then distrib-
uted them, free of cost, to the recipients.  
      Moyo’s main thesis is that aid is not only not helping 
Africa, but that it is actually a detriment to Africa’s 
growth and development. Because many African coun-
tries have very high levels of corruption (both real and 
perceived), a large percentage of aid money never 
makes it to a level where actual poor populations can 
benefit from it. Much of it is wasted. Moyo proposes 
that we "call up" Africa and tell them that their aid will 
be reduced and nearly eliminated over 5 years (except 
in cases of natural disasters and famines), and predicts 
that African leaders and entrepreneurs would pick up 
the slack and start making self-sustained development 
happen. The Dead Aid proposal imagines a ficticious, 
resource-rich African country as much more balanced 
with just 5% of their economy coming from foreign aid 
(instead of up to 75%, as can be the case in some real 
countries), 30% from trade, 30% from FDI (Foreign 

                 (Continued on page 7) 
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Bloch Retires (continued from page 1) 

 

ious colleges and universities:  the 
University of Michigan, Tufts Univer-
sity's Fletcher School of Law and 
Diplomacy, and Grinnell College.  
Yet one of his great professional 
joys remains the French language. 
     "I started using French immedi-
ately in Dakar," he says, "and it has 
been an integral part of my career 
since then.  It's determined to some 
extent the countries I've worked in.  
I've published in French, without 
too much editing.  French has given 
me an affinity for and an under-
standing of a set of countries that 
most Americans don't pay much 
attention to or get much informa-
tion about—and there are some 
pretty nice countries involved.  
Some interesting and rewarding 
countries.  Senegal certainly, Mada-
gascar, Mali, Niger, even Haiti."  
     Bloch has even had the chance 
to use French in Vietnam.  While 
interviewing local people during 
research there in the 1980s, Bloch 
found himself talking with an older 
man who spoke perfect French—a 
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underneath the surface."  Senegal 
taught him that a population of people 
could be "doing fine if you didn't mind 
everything the way it was," but that, to 
achieve a standard of living that would 
also be a "standard of happiness," there 
was "a lot of work to be done."   French, 
international relations, and economics 
had come together: he now found him-
self in the field of international develop-
ment. 
     Since his first couple of years work-
ing, in French and in a developing Afri-
can country, Bloch's career has taken 

him all over the world (including 
numerous projects in francophone 
West Africa).  Professionally ma-
tured by all these experiences, he 
now reflects on the people of Sene-
gal with both fondness and a deeper 
sense of context. "The miracle is that 
they've survived," says Bloch, 
"through enormous population 
growth and resource degradation." 
     After that first teaching job, and 
before coming to Madison, Bloch 
held positions at a variety of prestig-

(Continued on page 5) 

Sénégal 2009:  a “car rapide” in Dakar, cattle on 
the campus of the Université Gaston Berger de St-
Louis (Photos Ritt Deitz) 

Book Review: Europeans, Americans and Food    By Michelle Harrison 

FISCHLER, CLAUDE and ESTELLE MASSON.  
Manger: Français, Européens et Améri-
cains face à l'alimentation.   Paris: Odile 
Jacob, 2008.  ISBN 978-2-7831-2088-5.  
337p.  25 €. 

 
It seems like we Americans never stop ask-
ing ourselves how the French are so skinny 
when they eat some of the most delicious 
cheeses and pastries in the world. Count-
less books (like Mireille Giuliano's French 
Women Don’t Get Fat) and diets (like The 
Mediterranean Diet) have attempted to 
unlock the “French paradox” for Americans, 
but many of us still remain unhealthy, over-
weight and don’t enjoy our food as much as 
the French. We seem unable to grasp how 
to love food in a healthy way.  Is this be-
cause we give too little consideration to 
how food is eaten, with whom we eat it, and 
to what end we eat? Through research led 
by European and American social scientists, 
the book Manger: Français, Européens et 
Américains face à l’alimentation attempts 

to answer this question, pinpointing how 
culture influences the relationship people 
have with their food and their own health.  
     One of the main differences between 
how French and Americans perceive food 
and nutrition lies in the importance that the 
former place on conviviality. The French 
consider enjoying a meal with friends and 
family to be an essential part of a balanced 
diet, along with taking pleasure in food and 
choosing fresh, high quality products. 
Through this interpretation of healthy eat-
ing, one can understand the important 
place that tradition holds in the dining 
room, since social norms like conviviality, 
manners and the order of the meal are 
longstanding values that continue to codify 
proper eating habits (50). In fact, traditions 
surrounding food may be more significant 
to health than the Western world is willing 
to acknowledge, since it is becoming more 
and more obvious to scientists that once a 
culture experiences the erosion of its social 

norms surrounding eating, nutritional 
problems almost always result (125). 

                  (continued on page 11) 

 



  Bloch (continued from page 4) 

News:  Faculty, Staff, Board Members, Partners, & Friends 
Last spring, Profes-
sor William Berg 
and Distinguished 
Lecturer Laurey 
Martin-Berg retired 
from the Depart-
ment of French 
and Italian.  At 
their double-
retirement party in 
October, col-

leagues and students sent Bill and 
Laurey off in speech and song, in-
cluding a personalized version of 

Françoise 
Hardy's 1967 
hit "Tous les 
garçons et 
les filles de 
mon âge," 
sung by 
PFMP Execu-
tive Director 
Ritt Deitz. 
 
Under the direction of Professor of 
French Sally Magnan, the UW-
Madison Language Institute has 

The program would like to thank Eleanor Lieberman, Beth Kramer, and San and Sarah Orr for their 
generous support of our students, who encourage others to give to our scholarship fund. 

A  thousand-dollar scholarship goes a very long way in the life and work of a PFMP student. 
For information on giving to the PFMP, contact Executive Director  

Ritt Deitz at mdeitz@wisc.edu or 608-262-4090.  

Y O U R   G I F T   M A T T E R S 

leftover from the 
French colonial 
period.  After a 
few minutes, 
Bloch noticed that 
his official "guide" 
was becoming 
uncomfortable, 
unable to under-
stand what Bloch 
and the older 
gentleman were 
talking about.  
Bloch quickly 
switched back to 
English, allowing 
the guide to trans-
late once again, 
thus relieving the 
guide's discom-

fort and making it less likely the older man would get 
into any kind of political trouble. 
     Bloch has advised several PFMP students in the 
international development concentration area, stu-
dents who have done internships all over—from 
France to Senegal to Madagascar —and who now 
work in both the U.S. and Africa.  He has played an 
active role in curriculum and internship design in the 
program and describes its work with youthful enthu-
siasm. "I've been impressed by the potential of the 
program to transcend the purely academic," he says, 
"by getting students' feet wet in the real world while 
they're still studying."  He adds that he has enjoyed 

working with students in a program that "provides 
a guided and informed transition to professional 
career opportunities."  
     What does he hope to do in retirement?  Like a 
lot of dynamic professionals who retire, Bloch does 
not appear to be heading out to any particular 
pasture yet.  He does look forward to spending 
more time with his wife (a professor in the UW-
Madison School of Education) and with his grand-
daughter, who has just turned a year old.  Other 
projects continue, including advising Erin Edwards, 
a current PFMP student in international develop-
ment, who is just back from an internship at an 
NGO in Haiti and is completing her master's pro-
ject this fall.   
     Bloch has also gone back to school—this time, 
to study law.  As we go to press, he is halfway fin-
ished with an online J.D. program, which he sees 
as keeping him fresh.  "You can look at it as a sec-
ond career," he says, calling it in some ways "a 
path not taken at twenty-three." He laughs, joking 
that  it is also "a staving-off of Alzheimer's" and a 
way of getting new "tools to sue the bastards."  
Mostly, though, getting a law degree is "a new way 
of using my mind after I stop inflicting students 
with it."   
      So where did that French major lead Peter 
Bloch?  His career so far begs the question:  where 
hasn't it led him?   
       I'm a liberal arts guy, really," says Bloch, as he 
enters the next stage of a life lived with vigor and a 
constant, admirable dose of curiosity. 
  
 *  *  * 
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Peter Bloch in Bologna 

 

Aliko Songolo 
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been awarded a 3-year grant of 
$554,674 from the U.S. Department of 
Education.  For use over three years, the 
grant will enable the Language Institute 
to conduct a national study of the align-
ment of the goals of the U.S. Standards 
for Foreign Language Learning with the 
goals and expectations of students of 
foreign language at the postsecondary 
level.   Professor Magnan has taught in 
the PFMP and serves on its steering com-
mittee. 
 

 

     Sally Magnan 

(continued on page 14) 



Current Students & Alumni                                  
Kristen Barron (éducation internationale) a obte-
nu son diplôme en français à l'Université de l'Illi-
nois à Urbana-Champaign en 2005, après quoi 
elle a travaillé dans un centre d'appel, en sup-
port technique à la clientèle bilingue.  Elle espère 
travailler ensuite avec les étudiants internatio-
naux ou avec les étudiants américains qui veu-
lent étudier à l'étranger. 
 
Kate Butler (MFS 2009, business) was recently 
hired as the Marketing Director and Events Coor-
dinator for the MBA Center in Paris and their 12 
centers throughout Europe, Northern Africa, and 
the Middle East. The MBA Center specializes in 
GMAT, GRE, and TOEFL test preparation for inter-
national students. She lives in Paris. 
 
Meghan Butler  (développement international) a 
obtenu un B.A. en psychologie et français à l'Uni-
versité de l'Illinois du nord en 2003, diplôme 
pour lequel elle avait fait un an d'études à Aix-en-
Provence.  Après ses études sous-graduées, elle 
a passé plus de deux ans en Guinée, en tant que 
volontaire du Corps de la paix.  Avant de repren-
dre ses études au PFMP, elle a enseigné l'anglais 
pendant an et demi en Corée du sud.  Elle s'inté-
resse aux organisations bénévoles en France et 
en Afrique. 

 
Before leaving Madison this summer, Cory Casey  
(business) worked for RockAuto, where he 
worked as a French liaison and translator, creat-
ing RockAuto's French-language newsletter.  He 
is currently interning at GfK Custom Research in 
Paris. 
 
In May, Rachel Cizek-Faye (MFS 2009, internatio-
nal development) presented her final project, 
"Études, analyse et exploration des voies de dé-
veloppement de l'enseignement supérieur au 
Sénégal: le cas de l'Université Gaston Berger."  

She is a bilingual customer service represen-
tative for Canadian clients at Johnson Corpo-
ration in Cottage Grove, Wisconsin.   
 
Lindsay Colbert (MFS 2008, international de-
velopment) works in the International Fund-
raising department at Rotary International.   
She lives in Evanston, Illinois. 
 
In May, Mary Crowley  (MFS 2009, media / 
arts / cultural production) presented her final 
project,  "La 'mentalité française': L’entrave 
principale au développement d’un mécénat 
culturel en France."  She is a Youth Arts Spe-
cialist at MSCR (Madison Schools Community 
Recreation), where she manages all youth art 
and arts enrichment programs. She lives in 
Madison. 
 
This summer, Nicole D’Amour (MFS 2004, 
International Development) returned to Haiti to 
work with the Haitian Timoun Foundation in vari-
ous areas throughout the country.  She spent 
time working in boys’ homes, at a home for 
handicapped children, and with participants of a 
micro-loan program.  Nicole continues to work at 
CNH Capital as a Lease Sales Manager for the 
Northeastern US and Eastern Canada. 
 
Karen Dawes (MFS 2005, International Develop-
ment) continues to work for CNFA in Washington, 
DC, but has just moved to Kumasi, Ghana, where 
she is a Field Program Officer. In Ghana, she is 
working on a project that supports improved 
production and certification of cocoa.  In her first 
couple of years at CNFA, prior to moving to 
Ghana, Karen traveled to Haiti, Ghana and Burk-
ina Faso for CNFA business. 
 
Erin Edwards (développement international) a 
fait son stage cet été à Port-au-Prince (Haïti), 
dans le cadre de l’organisation haïtienne Sant 
Pon Ayiti, qui vise à améliorer les relations entre 
Dominicains et Haïtiens.  Erin s'y occupait, entre 
autres, de financements pour un groupe de théâ-
tre / danse / musique, et de sondages faits en 
français et créole (langue dans laquelle elle a 
vite appris à travailler). 
 
In May, Katie Emrich (MFS 2009, international 
education), presented her final project,  "La 
France est-elle attractive ? La réponse française 
face aux demandes des étudiants étrangers."  
 
Ethan Footlik  (MFS 2008, affaires européennes) 
a déménagé à Paris, où il travaille en tant que 
Lecteur/rédacteur de presse internationale à 
TNS Media Intelligence, notamment pour le 
compte de la Banque Centrale Européenne. Il 

(Continued on page 9) 
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PFMP interns, alumni and friends with Professor 
Laird Boswell in Paris last spring. 

(R-L):  New alumnae Christine Kuenzle 
(business), Kate Butler (business), Sarah 
Moore (media/arts/cultural production) 
and Anika Smith (business). 

 

Sarah Moore (MFS 2009, media/
arts/cultural production), with Aus-
tralian filmmaker Dave Wade at the 
tenth annual “KINO Kabaret” short 
filmmaking festival in Montreal this 
October.  While participating in the 
festival, Sarah acted in five short 
films.  This costume was from her 
role in Anne-Marie Dupras’ film, 
“Yé-Yé à Montréal.” 

 



 

Book Review: Égalité pour les exclus                           By Jenny Vigoren 

Dead Aid: Why Aid is Not Working  (continued from page 3)  
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Children and their goats spending the 
afternoon in Yoff, Senegal.  Below, a 
small worship center near the same 
beach. 

Direct Investment), 10% 
from capital markets, and 
25% from remittances 
and domestic savings.  
     Moyo spends quite a 
few pages on China, high-
lighting that the perceived 
effect that country's in-
vestment is having on 
many African countries is 
much more positive than 
that of the United States. 
A country that very much 
needs the resources that 
Africa has, China contrib-
utes much more direct 
investment in Africa than 
does any other country. 
While she makes excel-
lent points about the posi-
tive effects of Chinese 
investment on African economies, however, 
Moyo does not sufficiently address China's 
human rights record or its lack of environ-
mental regulation of its investments. Of 
course, we can’t blame a poor country for 

doing business with anyone who 
could provide jobs and infra-
structure, but Moyo does not 
convince me that China’s in-
volvement in Africa might not 
one day do more harm than 
good.  
     Overall, Dead Aid was an 
interesting read with some bold 
ideas. Dambisa Moyo makes it 
very clear that aid is not work-
ing and that the entire system 
must be revamped. I would 
certainly recommend her book 
to those interested in the devel-
opment in Africa; even though 
its ideas are different from 
much of what the US is doing in 
practice, Dead Aid is a thought-
provoking book that could be 
well worth your time. 

 
Callista Meeusen (MFS 2009, international 
development), completed her 4-month PFMP 
internship in Madagascar last year, working 
for a USAID-funded environmental/
development project.   
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TAUBIRA, CHRISTIANE. Égalité pour les exclus: le 
politique face à l'histoire et à la mémoire 
coloniales. Paris: Éditions du Temps Pré-
sent, 2009. ISBN 978-2916842011. 93p. 
10€. 

 
On May 21, 2001, France formally recognized slav-

ery, and the Transat-
lantic and Indian 
Ocean slave trades, 
as crimes against 
humanity.  In Égalité 
pour les exclus, 
Christiane Taubira 
describes her moti-
vation behind her 
sponsorship of 
French Law 2001-
434, commonly 
known as the Loi 
Taubira.  A deputy in 
France's National 
Assembly since 
1993, Taubira was 
also a presidential 
candidate in 2002.  
Among her political 
priorities are educa-

tion, youth, research, and sustainable develop-
ment. 
     Until 2001, despite France's history of out-
spoken abolitionist activists, its government 
had yet to recognize slavery as a crime 
against humanity.  Upon reading the first dec-
laration abolishing slavery in the French colo-
nies in 1794, the revolutionary priest and 
abolitionist Abbé Grégoire identified the slave 
trade and slavery as crimes against mankind.  
Over two centuries later, France finally vali-
dates this judgment with the passage of the 
five articles from Law 2001-434 (see below). 

La ligne de fracture n’est 
pas pointillée par la cou-
leur, elle est ponctuée par 
les valeurs, et nous som-

mes héritiers indivis de ce 
patrimoine de valeurs 
forgées dans les luttes 

contre l’oppression et pour 
la dignité humaine. 

           
-Christiane Taubira              

            Égalité pour les exclus  

                                 (continued on page 8)  

 

 

 
Summary of Law 2001-434 

Article 1:  The French Republic recognizes that the Transatlantic and Indian 
Ocean slave trades, and slavery itself, constitute a crime against humanity. 
Article 2:  Educational programs and historical and scientific research 
should accord the subjects of slavery and the slave trade the merit they 
deserve.   
Article 3:  A petition of recognition will be introduced to the European Coun-
cil, international organizations, and the UN. 
Article 4:  Amends Law 83-550, to commemorate the abolition of slavery. 
Article 5:  Amends an article of the 1881 law, concerning the liberty of the 
press, to include the phrase “to defend the memory of slaves and the honor 
of the descendents.” 



Beyond the Classroom       Selected recent events on campus  
 

Global Food, Trade and the Environment. Agricultural & Applied Economics Centennial.  Sponsored by 
Agricultural & Applied Economics.  
 
'What is Your DNA Tribe?:' Africa , African Diaspora, Genetics, and Genealogy. Panel discussion. Afri-
can Diaspora and Atlantic World Research Circle.  
 
Québec Author Aimée Laberge, on her first novel, Les femmes du fleuve (2002), in the Professional 
French Masters Program. 
 
Islamic Cultural Bazaar. Sponsored by Muslim Student Association. 
 
Forging Political Identity: Silk and Metal Workers in Lyon, France, 1900-1939. Politics, Culture, and 
Society Training Seminar.  
 
Lecture:  "The Cote d'Ivoire Crisis in Comparative Perspective" with Scott Straus, Professor of Political 
Science, UW-Madison. 
 
Combating HIV/AIDS: The Religious Perspective A panel discussion hosted by Project 40/40. Panel 
discussion followed by a free dinner.  
 
Haiti Talk. No Mangroves to Cross: The Making of Haiti's Ecological Crisis in History and Literature. 
Toni Pressley-Sanon, Ph.D. Candidate, African Languages & Literature.  
 
ONGOING  
 
Public meals at the French House.  Wednesday night dinners (6pm) and Friday lunch (noon), open to 
the public, in a French-speaking restaurant with award-winning chef Betsy Piper.  Reservations at 
262-5074.   
 
African Studies Program Sandwich Seminar Series.  (Weekly presentations on African phenomena, 
current and historical, by scholars from all over the world.) 
 
DINERS PUBLICS le mercredi à la Maison Française (appeler 262-3941 pour réserver une place). 
 
DEJEUNERS PUBLICS le vendredi à la Maison Française (appeler 262-3941 pour réserver une place) 
French, “Café et Conversation” All levels. Michelangelo's Coffee Shop, 114 State St . Thursdays, 7:00 
- 8:00 pm. Phone: 256-1113.  
  

 
In addition to a full  

schedule of graduate  
courses, PFMP students  

attend activities  
related to their academic  

work and interests  
throughout the semester. 

 
UW-Madison offers 

hundreds of talks and 
events every semester. 

At the left is a list 
of selected programs 
that PFMP students  

could attend this spring. 
 

Most events are free, and  
the public is welcome.  

 

The UW-Madison Maison française on 
the shores of Lake Mendota, where 
PFMP students may live alongside 
other francophones, including native 
speaking assistants.  Many French-
language program events take place 
here. 
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Égalité (continued from page 7)  

Although widely acknowledged for it first 
article, Article 2 of the law provoked heated 
debate in France regarding the government’s 
role in determining how slavery should be 
addressed within the educational curriculum. 
     In Égalité pour les exclus, Taubira argues 
that France’s modern interpretation of the 
“communitarian” nature of equality has over-
looked the importance of France’s rich and 
diverse history.  For Taubira, this false, con-
glomerate history creates artificial connec-
tions and improvised beliefs (71-2).  She 

decries the intellectual censorship of works by 
authors such as French Guyanese poet and 
novelist René Maran and French author André 
Gide, who had strived to present an alternate 
history of France (37-39).  She chides the rea-
der by citing historian Fernand Braudel: 
“L’Europe est incompréhensible sans ses es-
claves et ses économies sujettes” (63).   
     Although Taubira’s focus meanders 
through her short, book, her message is pas-
sionate and commendable.  She insists that a 
government has an obligation to its citizens to 
provide equality under the law—and if that 
fails, compensation for those injustices.  The 
five articles of the Loi Taubira seek to read-
dress French history—encompassing its vast, 

disparate origins—to honor both those 
subjected to a life of slavery and their 
descendents.  Her insistence that 
France must return to its past in order 
to free itself from injustice is a valid 
and urgent message, relevant far 
beyond the borders of France.    
 
Since graduation, Jenny Vigoren (MFS 
2007, international development) has 
worked for the federal government in 
Washington, DC. Her 2007 master's 
project was entitled "Une implication 
contemporaine d’une crise ancienne: 
le logement social et la discrimination 
ethnique." 



Current Students & Alumni 

effectue également des traductions freelance 
pour EUNOMAD, un réseau européen sur les mi-
grations en lien avec le développement. 
 
In June, Elena Hart  (MFS 2009, international 
education) presented her final project, "Vers un 
tourisme rural: le cas de Chemin Faisant."  She 
has been working as a study abroad advisor at 
Juniata College in Huntingdon, Pennsylvania. 
 
Kirsten Holdwick (MFS 2008, international edu-
cation) defended her thesis, “L'intégration des 
élèves défavorisés: quel modèle à suivre?,” last 
December, earning distinction for her work.  At 
Madison Area Technical College, where she 
works as an International Program Planner, 
Kirsten oversees 19 international students on a 
State Department grant. Her joint presentation 
at the Wisconsin Association of International 
Educators was considered "Best of State 2009" 
and she will be giving this presentation again at 
the NAFSA Region V conference in Milwaukee 
this month. 
 
In May, Joseph Halaas (MFS 2009, international 
education) presented his final project, "(Se faire) 
comprendre: la réussite communicative en con-
texte interculturel de l'étudiant study abroad."  
He now works as UW-Madison's International 
Admissions Counselor.   
 
Bryan Hammerquist (business) a obtenu un B.A. 
en philosophie et français à l'Université du Mon-
tana en 2007, après quoi il a travaillé un an 
comme assistant d'anglais au Lycée de l'Alba-
nais près d'Annecy, en Haute-Savoie.  Il s'inté-
resse au développement en entreprise.   
 
Jamie Holzhuter (business) a obtenu un B.A. en 
marketing à l'Université du Wisconsin en 2009.  
Pendant ce temps-là il a étudié à l'Ecole Supé-
rieure de Commerce de Paris, où il a aussi fait un 
stage à la Chambre de Commerce des Etats-
Unis.   
 
Stéphanie Jurgens  (éducation internationale) a 
obtenu un B.A. en français avec spécialisations 
en informatique et leadership, à Wartburg Col-
lege (Waverly, Iowa) et 2008.  Elle a ensuite tra-
vaillé en service à la clientèle bilingue à De Lage 
Landen, compagnie de financement agricole.  
Elle espère travailler prochainement dans un 
bureau d'échange scolaire ou dans un pro-
gramme de study abroad.   
 
Annique Kiel (MFS 2004, international educa-
tion) is Director of Institutional Relations at Cen-
tral College Abroad in Pella, Iowa. 
 

(Continued from page 6) 
 

In August, Christine Kuenzle (MFS 2009, busi-
ness) presented her final project on her market-
ing research internship at GfK Custom Research.  
 
In May, Cheryl Lowney (MFS 2009, business), 
presented her final project,  "Michelin: un siècle 
de branding." She spent a month this summer 
leading a study-abroad group in Geneva and the 
Morges region of Switzerland for the Experiment 
in International Living (a branch of the global, 
non-profit organization called World Learning 
offering summer programs for high school stu-
dents in 27 countries around the world). She 
currently teaches French at Meridian High School 
in Meridian, Idaho. 
 
Megan Maley (MFS 2005, business) has been 
promoted by Nike, for whom she worked for 
three years in Paris.  She will now work directly 
with the Nike's Global Office in Portland, Oregon, 
on the Women's Training Line for the UK and 
Europe.  She lives in London.  
 
Kristi Martin (business) a obtenu un B.A. en fran-
çais et an-
thropologie à 
l'Université De-
Pauw (en 
Indiana), en 
2009.  Elle 
s'intéresse à 
la communi-
cation mar-
keting et aux 
aspects 
culturels de 
l'entreprise 
francophone.  
 
In May, Kelly 
McBrien 
(MFS 2009, 
business) 
presented 
her final pro-
ject, "La crise 
dans la mar-
keting du vin 
français."    
 
Maggie Mund 
(MFS 2009, 
international 
education) pre-
sented her final project, entitled "Globalisation et 
réformes dans l'éducation supérieur en France," 
in April.  She teaches third grade at the Milwau-
kee French Immersion School. 
 

(Continued on page 10) 
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Staged reading of LA COLONIE, Ritt Deitz’s new French-
language musical comedy about a Québec invasion of Wis-
consin.  The troupe (rear, L-R):  Andrew Irving, Ritt Deitz, Jamie 
Holzhuter, Cyrielle Faivre, Laura Paris. Front (L-R):  Katie 
Emrich, Chris Beaver, Geneviève Dorais, Mary Crowley, Natalia 
Swerchowsky, Rachel Tapley, and Michelle Harrison. 

 

Ethan Footlik 
(MFS 2008) vit 
à Paris, où il tra-
vaille en tant que 
lecteur / rédac-
teur de presse in-
ternationale à 
TNS Media In-
telligence. 
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In May, Kristen Murphy  (MFS 2009, EU affairs) 
presented her final project, "Nouveau Monde et 
nouvelles concurrences : le cas des vignobles 
bordelais."  She works for Wine Library, a family-
owned wineseller (and podcast wine show) in 
Springfield, New Jersey.    
 
Laura Paris (éducation internationale) a eu son 
B.A. en anglais et français à l'Université de Rich-
mond (Virginie) en 2007.  Elle a ensuite travaillé 
en tant qu'assistante d'anglais au Lycée Benja-
min Franklin à Auray en Bretagne. Après sa maî-
trise, elle aimerait travailler dans le domaine des 
études à l'étranger et des services pour étudiants 
internationaux . 
 
Mallory Piehl (education) received her B.S. in 
French Education from the University of Central 
Missouri (Warrensburg, MO).  She currently 
teaches French and works as a residential advi-
sor at the oldest continually operating boarding 
school in the South, The Webb School in Bell 
Buckle, TN. 
 
In May, Zoe Plaugher (MFS 2009, international 
development) presented her final project, "Ceebu 
Jen : La politique actuelle qui entoure le plat 
national du Sénégal."  She is Marketing Coordi-
nator at Grange, a French furniture company in 
New York City. 
 
In May, Laura Radtke (MFS 2009, French educa-
tion) presented her final project, "La chanson 
française au 21e siècle: légitimité, soutien, et 
rayonnement aux États-Unis."  She teaches 
French at White Lake High School in White Lake, 
Wisconsin. 
 
Marie Russo (développement international) a eu 
son diplôme en biologie à l'Université We-
sleyenne de l'Illinois en 2008, après quoi elle a 

(Continued from page 9) 
 

travaillé trois mois comme chercheur 
assistant à l'Université de l'Oklahoma à 
Stillwater.  Elle s'intéresse à la biologie 
conservation et au développement 
durable.  Elle espère travailler dans 
une ONG en Afrique à la suite de ses 
études au PFMP. 
 
After finishing her position as a Princi-
pal Investigator for Frontier-Tanzania, 
Kara Schroepfer (MFS 2008, interna-
tional development) is now an Associ-
ate in Research at Duke University 
where she coordinates and carries out 
research on primate social cogni-
tion.  She spent part of this summer in 
the Democratic Republic of Congo and 
in the Republic of Congo, helping out 
with research on chimpanzees and 
bonobos living in sanctuaries there and 
also serving as a language facilitator 
for the non-French-speaking graduate students 
she works with. 
 
On September 18th, Mandi Schoville (MFS 2005, 
international education) presented at the first 
annual UW-Madison study-abroad re-entry con-
ference, "GLOBAL CITIZENS: A Conference for 
Returned Study Abroad Students." Both a PFMP 
graduate and a study-abroad advisor, Mandi 
spoke about US graduate schools and graduate 
options for students who have studied abroad. 
 
Ginneh Slaughter  (développement international) 
vient de Charleston, dans la Caroline du Sud.  
Elle a obtenu un B.A. en français à l'Université 
Marquette en 2003, après quoi elle a travaillé, 
entre autres, comme assistante d'anglais au 
Lycée Jules Ferry à Saint-Dié-des-Vosges.  Elle 
espère travailler pour une organisation non-
gouvernementale qui travaille avec les enfants 
du Sénégal. 

(Continued on page 14) 

Cheryl Lowney (MFS 2009, business), right, 
leads a group hiking down Moléson peak in the 
Gruyère region of Switzerland. 

Current Students & Alumni 
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Mandi Schoville (MFS 2005, interna-
tional education) and friends. 

Omar Ba’s book on African immigration to Europe, Je suis 
venu, j’ai vu, je n’y crois plus. Nikki’s own research on immi-
gration trends in France fuels her review of Ba’s work, which, 
like Moyo’s book, criticizes institutions that have traditionally 
been seen as supportive of young people and marginalized 
populations in general.  Alumna Jenny Vigoren, who interned 
among immigrants to France and now works for a national 
security agency in Washington, reviews French National As-
sembly member Christiane Taubira’s book on politics and ra-
cism, Egalité pour les exclus. The ability of French politics and 
law to create sustainable social equality is a major question 
for Taubira.  

Kara Schroepfer 
(MFS 2008) is an 
Associate in Re-
search at Duke 
University where 
she coordinates and 
carries out research 
on primate social 
cognition.  Her re-
sponsibilities include 
corresponding with 
ape sanctuaries in 
the Democratic Re-
public of  Congo 
and the Republic of  
Congo. 

 
Executive Director (continued from  page 3) 

(Continued on page  11) 
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Manger  (continued from page 4)  

     From an American standpoint, however, 
individual nutritional “needs” established by 
modern science are considered to be more 
important than conviviality and tradition. This 
at least partially explains why it is culturally 
acceptable in the United States to inform one’s 
host about personal dietary requests, for exam-
ple if one is vegetarian or observes a low-
sodium diet. However, taking this approach in 
France could mean offending the host, since 
imposing individual eating concerns under-
mines the social nature of the meal. 
      The importance placed on individual choice 
by Americans is not surprising when one con-
siders the theological history of the United 
States. Puritanism, at the center of which lies 
the individual’s freedom to choose, forms the 
foundation of many American values (42). One 
case from the book illustrates the American 
belief that more choices mean a better quality 
of life:  in one of the study’s focus groups, par-
ticipants from the United States were the only 
nationality for which the majority preferred 
choosing from fifty different ice cream flavors 
instead of ten (86).  
      Along with freedom of choice, however, 
comes considerable responsibility for conse-
quences. In American culture, this applies to 
eating in the sense that each person is ac-
countable for what he eats and thus for his own 
nutritional health. Despite the advantages of a 
wide variety of food options, certain psychologi-
cal studies have revealed that too many 
choices tends to increase dissatisfaction and 
regret rather than satisfying needs and desires, 
often leading to depression (85). It is signifi-
cant to note that these anxious and dissatisfied 
feelings regarding nutrition were most ob-
served in the American focus groups (71-2).  
Furthermore, even if people are ultimately re-

sponsible for what they eat, assuming that 
humans are capable of making rational deci-
sions about food regardless of emotions and 
social situations is unrealistic.  
      It appears, then, that we Americans could 
benefit from learning to view food and nutri-
tion à la française. In other words, maybe 
health is more about savoring the simple 
pleasures in life, like enjoying a three-course 
dinner with a bottle of wine and good friends 
instead of counting calories and eating on 
the run. Finding a balanced diet, then, should 
not just be about how much fat or protein 
one consumes, but about allowing food to 
nourish the mind and soul as well.   
      Overall, the authors of this book success-
fully establish these theories on how culture 
affects relationships to food and health. They 
share responses from the interviews and 
focus groups in order to illustrate cultural 
patterns and support hypotheses with credi-
ble research from various social scientists. 
The writing style is dry at times, often pre-
senting data and methodology, and the text 
includes detailed chapters devoted to sepa-
rate countries, making it a bit lengthy. None-
theless, the research is provocative and thor-
oughly done, and at least the first section, 
which presents the general results, is worth 
the read.   
 
Michelle Harrison (media / arts / cultural 
production) is currently finishing her PFMP 
master's project, which focuses on the chal-
lenges faced by small-scale food producers 
in Québec with regard to governmental pro-
grams and regulations. Upon graduation, she 
hopes to work in the promotion and organiza-
tion of local food systems in Wisconsin or 
Québec. 

 Michelle Harrison 

In France, imposing 
individual eating con-
cerns can undermine 
the social nature of  a 
meal. 

Executive Director  (continued from page 10) 

     Current students Michelle Harrison and 
Kathleen Patterson review books that tackle 
sustainability issues in two popular arenas: 
corporate business and food.  Fresh from an 
éco-gastronomie internship at a progressive 
Québécois ski resort, Michelle reviews Claude 
Fischler and Estelle Masson’s Manger: Fran-
çais, Européens et Américains face à l’alimen-
tation.  When food author Michael Pollan (The 
Omnivore’s Dilemma) spoke in Madison this 
fall, Fischler and Masson’s book was proposed 
as the Department of French and Italian addi-
tion to the “Go Big Read” project, a campus-
wide book discussion project about how mo-

dern consumers think about food in an era of 
ecological and economic challenge.   
      The older, simpler goals of profitability 
and growth are no longer the only norm in 
business, either.  Olivier Delbard’s Pour une 
entreprise responsable tackles how business 
leaders are creating (or, in some cases, not 
creating) sustainable practices, in France 
and elsewhere.  Kathleen Patterson, who 
studies sustainable business practice and is 
currently interning at a marketing research 
firm in Paris, reviews this book. 
     As you read through this issue (including 
the ever-popular “Current Students and 
Alumni” section, full of real stories), ask your-

Kristen Holdwick (MFS 2008, interna-
tional education), in purple, with her 
Madison Area Technical College interna-
tional students at the Central Wisconsin 
Environmental Station Leadership Camp 
this summer. 

(Continued on page 14) 
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Book Review: Immigrate to Europe?    By Nikki Pitotti 

BA, OMAR.  Je suis venu, j'ai vu, je n'y crois 
plus.   Paris:  Max Milo, 2009. ISBN 
978-2-35341-064-4. 247p. 18 €. 

  
Je suis venu, j’ai vu, je n’y crois plus is a frank 
yet poetic text written for the youth of Africa. 
Caught in between two contradictory worlds of 
“misery” and “magic,” Omar Ba details his per-
sonal journey from Senegal to Europe—hoping  
to discourage naïve perceptions of success 
associated with exile. Using a provocative style, 
he crushes the main myths of a European Eldo-
rado, and the picture he paints is cold and mer-
ciless. For the African immigrant, Europe is 
depressing, nowhere near as attractive as it 
used to be. Still, building walls and passing 
laws cannot stop the flow of migrants.   
     In this book, Ba familiarizes readers with the 
fantasy, reality, and consequences of this 
flawed dream of success. Why is Europe ‘the 
promised land’ for so many young Africans? In 
part, Ba blames the education system. One 
day, when he was in the second grade, Ba's 
teacher drew a squiggly line on a map, from 
the Mexican-American border to Israel. Above 
this line, said the teacher, are the rich, and 
below it are the poor (Australia being the ex-
ception). Ba believes that this type of negative 
rhetoric is why we see bodies washing ashore 
and violence in the French banlieue.  For Ba, 
this false perception of the world creates a 
second-class sense of self-worth in children, a 
feeling reinforced by the click of a mouse or an 
interaction with carefree tourists. Success only 
seems attainable elsewhere, and elsewhere is 
Europe.  
     With only a baccalauréat in his pocket, Ba's 
journey to Europe has been a difficult one. He 
explores the overwhelming obstacles to legal 
immigration, the task of survival upon arrival, 
and the biting anxiety of living as a foreigner in 
France.  His youthful perspective is gripping, 
supported by grueling stories of friends who 
have fallen prey to the dream.    
      Upon returning home, Ba feels like a 
stranger. Treated like a celebrity in Senegal, he 
is living proof of the “success story.” European-
ized but is not exactly European, but no longer 
truly Senegalese either, he feels like his iden-
tity is being held hostage somewhere in the 
sea.  

      Looking towards the future, Ba prioritizes 
education. He disagrees with the idea that 
Africa is the “world’s trash can” and believes 
that what current students are taught makes 
no sense in relation to their reality. It is sim-
ply, for Ba, the wrong system with the wrong 
rules. He also proposes acting locally, to syn-
thesize the character and goals of the conti-
nent. To do this, he proposes an “anti-
immigration” model to fix the education sys-
tem, the state of public health, and the lack 

of infrastructure.  With an innovative spirit 
and a unified continent, it seems like Africa 
could eventually become the new Eldorado. 
      In my opinion, this is a convincing book, 
full of passion and vision; Ba’s ‘plan’ will 
surely motivate a small number of educated 
young Africans.  Nonetheless, it remains 
unrealistic. He errs too much on the side of 
emotion and not enough on the side of ra-
tionality—after all, migration is a pattern, and 
it stems from economic and social instabil-
ity.  While changing perception is important, I 
do not think that undoing a noble lie can 
solve Africa’s many internal problems.   
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Omar Ba explores 
the overwhelming ob-
stacles to legal immi-
gration, the task of  
survival upon arri-
val, and the biting 

anxiety of  living as 
a foreigner in 

France.   

Why is Europe ‘the 
promise land’ for so 

many young Africans? 
In part, Ba blames the 

education system.  

Ba proposes acting  
locally, to synthesize 

the character and goals 
of  the continent.  

 
 
Nikki Pitotti (EU Affairs) is currently doing re-
search in Geneva, Switzerland.  In January, she 
will begin an internship at Human Talents, in 
Lausanne, Switzerland. Her focus in the PFMP is 
on immigration, asylum, and racial inequality.  
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Book Review: Sustainable Development and Business    By Kathleen Patterson 

DELBARD, OLIVIER.   Pour une entreprise res-
ponsable : comment concilier profit et 
développement durable.  Paris: Editions du 
Cavalier Bleu, 2009. ISBN 978-
2846702492. 136p. 23€.  

 
Faced with the current economic crisis and the 
ecological problems confronting the world, 
many companies have been forced to reflect 
upon how they do business and what they 
should be held responsible for. In his book, 
Pour une entreprise responsable : comment 
concilier profit et développement durable, Oliv-
ier Delbard wonders whether making a profit 
and social responsibility can truly be compati-
ble. He explains that, since Milton Friedman, 
the only real responsibility asked of business 
has been to make a profit. Other factors, such 
as social ramifications or companies' influence 
on the environment, have never been consid-
ered.  In Delbard’s opinion, it is this type of 
mentality that has not only caused the many 
ecological problems that our planet is now 
facing, but also the current economic crisis that 
began in September 2008. Because of these 
crises, and others sure to arise in the future, 
Delbard argues that businesses must now start 
to take on more responsibility than has ever 
been expected of them.  
     One problem is that, when we talk about 
social responsibility, people often have very 
different understandings of the term itself, or 
even of the topics we should discuss.  Delbard 
does a good job recognizing this problem, clari-
fying what he means by "social":  for him, the 
stakes are social, environmental, and societal. 
For Delbard, all these elements must be in-
cluded when we discuss social responsibility—
not only in the business world, but also in eve-
ryday language.  
     Delbard also analyzes the difference be-
tween European and American notions of eth-
ics. In Europe, the idea of social responsibility 
is seen as an extension of the tradition of politi-
cal environmental law-making, allowing for a 
more natural integration of social responsibility 
in business strategy.  In the United States, ac-
cording to Delbard, business ethics derive from 
a Protestant view of ethics and of work: a good 
business man should also be a good father, 
save money, manage his profits responsibly, 
and give back to the community.  While I agree 
with Delbard's analysis of the differences be-
tween these two traditions, I am not convinced 
that the European view allows for a more natu-
ral integration. Rather, it uses a different ap-
proach to attain it. While in Europe, for in-
stance, law-making ostensibly requires busi-
nesses to be more socially responsible, the 

American public tends to put more 
pressure on businesses to be more 
socially responsible, and businesses 
often respond accordingly. Regardless 
of the approach, however, businesses 
across the world must now see social 
responsibility as part of the way they 
conduct themselves.  
     Another interesting development 
Delbard discusses is the changing rela-
tionship between social-change-
oriented non-governmental organiza-
tions (NGOs) and businesses. Tradition-
ally, these types of NGOs have taken 
adversarial positions, serving primarily 
to critique particular businesses. More 
recently, however, companies and 
NGOs have been working together, 
finding ways to bring more meaningful 
social action into business. The evolu-
tion of this relationship is important for 
Delbard:  by combining their expertise, 
NGOs and businesses are more likely 
to find the best solutions for business, 
society, and the environment. 
     Why do companies adopt socially 
responsible practices?  Delbard dis-
cusses selected companies which have 
taken two different routes.  Nike and 
Ben & Jerry’s, for example, represent 
this distinction: while some companies 
(like Nike) adopt socially responsible 
initiatives in response to a scandal, 
others (like Ben & Jerry's) have been 
proactive from their very beginnings. For 
Delbard, businesses like Ben & Jerry's have 
totally integrated social responsibility into 
their philosophy and culture. For these busi-
nesses, social responsibility is not a con-
straint, it is an opportunity for innovation. For 
Delbard, these are the businesses we need 
to learn from; they should be our role mod-
els. Theirs is a mindset that has allowed 
many businesses to reconcile economic, 
societal and environmental objectives.  
     Pour une entreprise responsable is a good 
review of the various problems surrounding 
social responsibility internationally. More 
importantly, the book remains positive about 
the possibilities that can come from merging 
social responsibility and business.   
 
 
 
 
Kathleen Patterson (business) is currently 
interning at GfK Custom Research in Paris. 
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Current Students and Alumni  (continued from page 9)  

 
Natalia Swerchowsky  (business) a 
obtenu un B.A. en français à l'Uni-
versité du Wisconsin en 2008, 
après quoi elle a commencé ses 
études au PFMP.  Elle s'intéresse 
au marketing, et en particulier au 
branding, domaine dans lequel elle 
aimerait travailler suivant ses étu-
des.  
 
Amanda Seveland (art culturel) a 
obtenu un B.S. en français et biolo-
gie de l'Université de Wisconsin à 
Eau Claire en 2006. Elle a ensuite 
enseigné un cours de Civilisation 
Américaine à l'Université de Mons-
Hainaut en Belgique. Maintenant, 
elle enseigne le français à Chippe-
wa Falls Middle School à Chippewa 
Falls, Wisconsin.  

 

Karen Tubb (Institut d'été PFMP - éducation) a 
obtenu un B.A. en arts plastiques en 1997 à 
l'Université de Californie à Davis. Elle a passé 
cinq ans comme prof de français dans un 
lycée en Californie du sud avant de déména-
ger au Kentucky avec son mari. Elle vient de 
commencer sa cinquième année comme prof 
de français dans un lycée à Danville, Kentuc-
ky. Elle attend l’arrivée de son troisième en-
fant à la fin du mois d’octobre. 
 
In May, Patrick Whelan, (MFS 2009, interna-
tional education) presented his final project, 
"L’anglais langue d’enseignement : L’état des 
lieux et les implications pour l’attraction et 
l’accueil d’étudiants étrangers en France."   

 

 
In March, Aliko Songolo, professor of French 
and Italian and African languages and litera-
ture at the University of Wisconsin-Madison, 
was named Chavalier dans l’Ordre des 
Palmes Académiques by the French Minister 
of National Education.  Originally from the 
Congo, Professor Songolo regularly teaches 
the "Module Afrique" in the PFMP franco-
phone society course offered each fall.  

Faculty (continued from page 5)  

 

 Amanda Seveland:  Wisconsinienne 
en Belgique. 

 

 

Kerith Iverson-Vosters (MFS 
2007, EU affairs) in Montreal 
with her husband, Robert Vos-
ters (December 2008). 

  

 

 

Chris Beaver (MFS 2005, EU affairs), right, 
of Trek Bicycles, at a cyclo-cross competi-
tion.  Chris is also PFMP Internships Liaison. 

self what you may know about sustainable development in your own 
work, and in those French-speaking societies you may have an interest 
in.  Does a “rising tide” still “raise all boats”? Did it ever?  As new pro-
fessional opportunities appear, how sustainable are their missions—
and how sustainable are they as careers?  Many will prove to be, oth-
ers will not. But, as PFMP students clearly understand, sustainable is 
increasingly what most forms of economic and professional activity 
must become if they are to survive. 
     In the PFMP’s first year (2000), we conceived what we were already 
calling a “sustainable model” for this professional master’s program.  
Instead of pursuing the old-fashioned criteria of exponential growth 
(except for the ever-growing community of alumni and partners), we 
opted for a different founding principle for success:  namely, that a 
seminar-sized group would always offer the best environment in which 
an individual graduate student, aiming for international work using 
French, could thrive. Sustainably. 
     
To celebrate the tenth anniversary of the program, there will be a se-
ries of events the weekend of May 7-8, 2010 (see article on page 14).  
Readers will be especially interested in the May 8 PFMP roundtable, 
which will feature returning alumni currently working and living in the 
U.S., Western Europe, and Africa, and who will talk about how they 
shaped their own paths out of the program and into international ca-
reers.    

Executive Director  (continued from page 14) 
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May 7-8, 2010: PFMP Celebrates 10 Years With Symposium and Round Table 

MADISON, WI—in early May, 2010, the PFMP will cele-
brate the conclusion of its tenth academic year of exis-
tence with a series of events focused on sustainability 
and international careers.  Here are the official events: 
 
Friday, May 7:  annual luncheon and meeting of the PFMP 
External Advisory Board.  (Board members, all current 
students, all visiting alumni are welcome to the luncheon.  
Selected prospective students actively applying to the 
program may also attend—please contact Executive Direc-
tor Ritt Deitz if you are interested in attending this lunch-
eon.) 
 
Saturday, May 8 (morning):  PFMP and Center for Interdis-
ciplinary French Studies symposium, “The Sustainable 
City,” with a focus on aspects of life in Paris, Montreal and 
Madison (open to the public).   

 
Saturday, May 8 (afternoon):  PFMP Alumni Roundtable 
(open to the public). 
 
Both Saturday events will take place at the French 
House.  Exact times and details forthcoming this spring. 
 
Many alumni have also shown interest in two additional 
get-togethers, including an all-alumni reunion gala in 
Madison that weekend.  A small group of PFMP alumni 
are currently organizing these events, which will take 
place on Friday and Saturday evenings.   
 
For more information about the reunion gala,  
contact PFMP alumna Mandi Schoville 
(mandischoville@gmail.com). 

Letter from an alumna Jessica Kim (MFS  

Jessica KIM (MFS 2006, business) works in Middle Of-
fice/Trade Support at Oddo et Cie in New York City.  She 
is enjoying the challenges of learning financial vernacu-
lar in French, and also the obligatory office espresso 
machine.  Jessica is also interning at Gessato, a luxury 
men's skincare brand, where she is writing for their 
blog.  In her free time, she looks forward to taking her 
little puppy on walks through Brooklyn. 

 

Brooklyn, NY 
October 14, 2009 
 
 
Bonjour Ritt, 
 
I have just landed a job at Oddo et Cie, based 
here in NYC.  It's a French financial firm, which 
does securities, commodities, asset manage-
ment, etc.  The NY office specializes in Equities, 
and I'm currently using my Finance background 
and French skills to fulfill my new role as Middle 
Office Support.  I talk to Paris every day, and 
write in French every day.  It's very cool being in 
such a blended French/English environment, 
and I'm really enjoying it thus far.  There are 
about 16 people in the office, and a little more 
than half of them are French from France.   
 
Just wanted to write and tell you the good news - 
hope all is well on your end.   
 
A bientot, 
 

Jessica 
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 The University of Wisconsin-Madison Professional French Masters Program 
is an interdisciplinary master’s degree program in French studies with con-
centrations in business, French education, international education, Euro-
pean Union affairs, international development and media/arts/cultural pro-
duction, culminating in a personalized professional internship abroad and a 
professional portfolio.  Qualified students not working toward a master’s 
degree, but who wish to do much of the coursework and the internship, may 
take the Capstone Certificate of Professional French Studies. 

La Tour Eiffel de nuit 
Photo Kris Olds.   


