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Maura Stadem, a 2004 graduate of the Profes-
sional French Masters Program, has a weakness 
for melodrama. The daughter of a theater profes-
sor and a lifelong drama kid, Stadem tends to 
describe her life in grand narrative arcs, as if 
adapting it for the stage. Granted, her parcours 
professionnel has been more fated than most—
Stadem’s strange, serendipitous path has taken 
her from unemployed actress to Executive Assis-
tant to the President of Electricité de France 
International North America, in Washington, D.C. 
But still, one gets the sense that Stadem, who 
still moonlights as a thespian in D.C., simply 
likes to act out a story. That she likes to render 
things as lively and poignant as possible. 
     So it’s shocking when she doesn’t go into 
detail describing the accident. 
     All she’ll say about the car wreck, the one that 
nearly crippled her a few weeks after her high 
school graduation, is that it “was bad.” 
     In fact, “It was very, very bad. As bad as it 
possibly could have been. I was in a coma for a 
while,” she says, not a hint of theatricality in her 
voice. “I was in a wheelchair for a while. I was on 
crutches for a while.”  
     The hospitalization, which lasted all that sum-
mer and well into the fall, caused her to miss her 
first semester of college at the University of 
North Dakota Grand Forks. When she did finally 
make it to campus, she found that the accident 
had transformed her into a premature grown-up.   
     “I thought I was light years beyond them,” she 
said, referring to her undergraduate peers. “I was 

very serious.”  
     Stadem’s brush 
with death gave her a 
sense of supreme 
certainty. It convinced 
her that she couldn’t 
waste any time.   
 
     So she didn’t. As a 
sophomore, she 
changed her major 

from physical therapy to French (“I felt I had 
spent enough time in hospitals”). As a junior, she 
did a year-long study abroad in the Norman city 
of Caen, and by her senior year, she had lined up 
a dream internship at the American Embassy in 
Paris. She was cruising. She applied to the PFMP 
and was accepted.               
     And then it happened again. 
     Stadem returned to the States on Easter Sun-
day to defend her senior thesis. Her mother 
picked her up from the Minneapolis airport, and 
on the drive back to Grand Forks, in a snow-
storm, the car hit a patch of ice and skidded 
through the median into on-coming traffic. A 
semi truck slammed into Stadem and her 
mother, leaving both with serious injuries and 
extended hospital stays. 
                
                                                           ********* 
 
     As anyone who has been through the PFMP 
knows—and as anyone considering applying to 
the PFMP should be made aware—the program 
has a tremendously flexible structure.  To suc-

(Continued on page 4) 

Stadem (left) and Steve LaRocque in a production of 
George Bernard Shaw’s PYGMALION (photo by 
Audrey Cefaly) 

Veronica del Cerro (left) and Stadem in playwright 
Audrey Cefaly’s new production, MILL TOWN 
GIRLS (photo A. Cefaly) 
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     This next week 
will be great. I ran 
to the store to buy 

supplies for 
business cards. 

And a suit (every 
time I come to 
Europe I ask 
myself  why I 

brought a suit that 
never gets worn, so 

I decided not to 
bring one this 

time...) But I figure 
for what all I'm 
getting, it is well 

worth the 
investment. 

Lettre d’un stagiaire          Joseph Halaas (international education) 

P

Joseph Halaas is spending this fall at the Universi-
té de Fribourg, helping coordinate intensive lan-
guage courses for international students while 
simulataneously interning for the Département du 
plurilinguisme et des langues étrangères.   What 
follow are excerpts from a long email he recently 
sent to PFMP Executive Director Ritt Deitz.   
 
(Photos:  josephinswitzerland.blogspot.com.)    
 
September 5, 2008 
 
Ritt, 
 
I have a great week ahead of me. The Cheffe [of 
the service des relations internationales] and I 
seem to get along well, and I think she is excited 
to see someone who wants to invest time, energy 
and reflection in questions concerning interna-
tional education. 
  At any rate, a couple of weeks ago, she had 
mentioned to me that the European Association 
of International Education (sort of the NAFSA of 
Europe) is meeting in Anvers this month. Then, 
this week, I had a meeting with her and others.  
Afterwards, she told me that it was very likely 
that I could go with her to the event!      
     So, on Sunday I'll drive with her to Brussels, 
where I'll attend an atelier organized by La Mis-
sion de la Suisse auprès de l'Union Européenne 
and SwissCore (an organization that helps make 
sure Swiss universities can collaborate with EU 
universities),  This will be followed with a network-
ing happy hour at the Ambassador's house. Oh - 
and did I mention that, for my few days in Brus-
sels, I'll be staying at la résidence de l'Ambassa-
deur de Suisse auprès du Royaume de Belgique 
et de l'Otan? 
     We'll then head to Anvers for the EAIE confer-
ence (http://www.eaie.org/Antwerp).  I'll be going 
as a sort of representative of the International 
Relations office of the University of Fribourg and, 
in exchange for the whole experience, will write 
up summaries of the events I'll be attending. 
     When I get back to Fribourg, the semester will 
begin, and I hope to continue to work with the 
International Relations office in addition to the 
Département du plurilinguisme et des langues 
étrangères, where my internship technically is.  
     Life in Fribourg is agreeable. I volunteered at a 
music festival - Rencontres de Folklorique Inter-
nationales. It was a great experience. Lots of 
great interactions with lots of different Fribour-
geois - who I'll never see again. It was a great way 
to get a feel of the people here. And, the music 
and food were fantastic. You can see some pic-
tures on my blog:  
http://josephinswitzerland.blogspot.com.  

     This next week will be great. I ran to the 
store to buy supplies for business cards. 
And a suit (every time I come to Europe I 
ask myself why I brought a suit that never 
gets worn, so I decided not to bring one 
this time...) But I figure for what all I'm 
getting, it is well worth the investment. 
 
  

-Joseph 

                           Joseph Halaas 

Grottes de la Madeleine, 
just outside Fribourg 

 Images from the Brussels trip (photos 
J. Halaas) 
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Château d’Oex (Switzerland), where Halaas 
spent the summer. 



      It is always a little difficult writing 
a newsletter column in Madison right 
before an election. First of all, elec-
tions are interesting, and the numer-
ous international-studies communi-
ties on campus all have important 
things to say—and learn—about par-
ticular candidates, their platforms, 
and their potential effects on a wide 
range of international phenomena, 
from diplomacy to security to the 
stock exchange. Forums on such 
questions abound here throughout 
the year anyway, but an imminent 
changing of the guard in Washington 
always draws a more revved-up 
crowd. Add to this mix a game-
changing financial bailout conversa-
tion that nearly disrupted the first 
presidential debate, plus elections in 
Canada (October 14), the wars in Iraq 
and Afghanistan, and an already-political student 
body of over 40,000, and you have an unusually 
charged fall semester.  
    Charged, and potentially distracting, but in-
dicative of one thing: most things we care about 
are much more international than we ever real-
ized. 
    The rapid internationalization of human life, so 
evident on campuses like ours right before a big 
election, recalls what attracts us to university 
communities like Madison: people, connecting 
with each other. “Globalization” in all its permu-

Intern Sarah Moore (media/arts/cultural produc-
tion), in a  scene from a still-untitled short film by 
director Simon Harrisson (KINO Kabaret , Mont-
real, September 2008).  Photo Simon Harrisson. 

tations (most of them far more interesting than 
the slippery, clichéd terms we use to describe 
them) is not new, nor is the international ex-
change of products and services.  What is new, 
surely, is the scope of exchange. That, and the 
now-accepted sense that the larger interna-
tional systems we have built are somehow both 
more promising and more fragile than we may 
have expected. Either way, we return to people, 
to the connections we build with each other. 
     The PFMP continues to teach me a lot about 
what smaller, sustainable projects designed by 
a few people can bring to the world. I have long 
suspected that individualized projects, under-
taken by individuals with a keen eye to broad-
casting and sharing their work, are what most 
effectively create careers. From the very first 
days of Orientation Week, our students meet at 
various luncheons with concentration-area advi-
sors, other graduate students visiting from 
grandes écoles like the Ecole Supérieure de 
Commerce de Paris and Sciences-Po, and each 
other, gearing up for a busy semester of per-
sonal internationalization in French.  By the end 
of the first month of the first semester, the 
typical PFMP student has dropped by my office 
several times, with ideas about thesis research, 
the internship hunt, and their particular strate-
gies for heading into their chosen fields, ready 
to work in French and on an international scale.  
    The most popular section of this newsletter 
has long been “Students and Alumni,” because 
nothing tells the story of a community better 
than news about its members.  I won’t tell 
those stories here (start reading on page 7 and 
you’ll get them from the horse’s mouth), but I 
would recommend to new readers to return 
regularly to this section in future issues of L’ES-
SOR—and to read older blurbs in the newsletter 
archives on our website—to get the best sense 

(Continued on page 4) 

 

Interns meeting up between gigs this 
summer, in Bordeaux.  Clockwise from 
top right:  Kristen Murphy (EU affairs), 
Katie Emrich, Elena Hart, and Patrick 
Whelan (international education).   

 Ritt Deitz 

 

 

 

The larger systems 
we have built 

around the planet 
are both more 

promising and more 
fragile than we may 

have expected. So 
we return to people, 
and the connections 
we build with each 

other. 

            F r o m   t h e   E x e c u t i v e   D i r e c t o r                   
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use that randomness in a productive way.”  
      So Stadem threw herself into one of her 
greatest passions—cinema. She hooked up 
with KINO, a ragtag Quebecois film society 
that had recently started a branch in Madi-
son. KINO was (and still is) a veritable cult of 
randomness, shooting most of their digital 
shorts in under 48 hours, with amateur ac-
tors performing largely improvised roles. It 
was fast, messy, loose, and brilliant.  
      Stadem loved it. She decided immedi-
ately that she wanted to do her internship at 
the KINO headquarters in Montreal and—
without even consulting the program’s in-
ternship coordinator—made it happen the 
following summer.  
     And after an “electric” summer in Mont-
real as a frenzied jill-of-all-trades for KINO, 
Stadem took another leap of faith and 
moved to Washingotn D.C., before she had 
even finished her thesis. She found an amaz-
ing opportunity at the French Embassy in 
Washington D.C. and took a job at the newly 
formed French-American Cultural Founda-
tion. Stadem, it seemed, was cruising again. 
     And then the job turned out to be a total 
disaster. 
     After toughing it out for months as an 
unpaid, uninsured intern at the Embassy, 
Stadem finally quit.  
      “It was risky,” she said. “But I told myself, 
‘I believe that I can figure this out.’” 
      Stadem then responded to a random 
want ad in the Washington Post.  A temp 

Christopher Wolter (business), Elizabeth Risch-
Janson (EU affairs) and Megan Maley (MFS 2004) at 
a Paris Wisconsin Alumni Association gathering this 
summer. 

of what this program is for the men and women who 
come through it. The projects they are part of while 
here—and afterward—cast new light on the French 
and Francophone experience in those fields our stu-
dents and alumni work in, from visual art to cinema 
to the sports industry to international humanitarian 
aid and economic development.  
    Updates in themselves are a tried-and-true way of 
looking into a community. Another is one that is es-
pecially relevant (and increasingly influential) right 
before a big election: the blog. As creating and main-
taining a blog has become easier for the average 
person—along with the emergence of Internet-based 
networking tools like Facebook, LinkedIn, and Twit-
ter—person-by-person internationalization has truly 
taken off. Like websites before them, blogs have 
enabled nonprofessional writers to report and com-
ment on phenomena without the permission (or help) 

The projects they 
are part of  while 
here—and after-
ward—cast new 

light on the French 
and Francophone 

experience in those 
fields our students 

and alumni  
work in. 
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ceed, you have to stay 
open to all possibilities.       
     And you have to be 
very comfortable with a 
certain level of uncer-
tainty. For some, the 
flexibility feels liberating, 
an opportunity to go wild 
choosing fantasy classes. 
For others, the loose 
structure can be terrify-
ing, and some students 
meticulously plot out a 
course of action to ease 
their anxiety. 
     Maura Stadem made 
the best of both worlds. 

     She had cheated 
death twice by the time 
she entered the pro-
gram. She was well-
acquainted with the idea 
of mortality—and the 
relative uncertainty of 
life. So she entered the 
PFMP without the slight-
est modicum of doubt. 
Her course of action was 
to simply trust herself.  
     “I wasn’t worried too 
much about what I was 
going to do,” Stadem 
said. “Everything is ran-
dom, and I knew I could (Continued on page 6) 

 

                   Stadem in PYGMALION (photo by A. Cefaly) 

From the Executive Director (continued from page 3) 

   (Continued on page 8) 



 

      Lorient (Bretagne), le 11 juin 2008 
 
Salut, Ritt!   
 
Lorient et cette organisation me plaisent énormément; vraiment ça groove!  L'équipe est 
tellement gentille, et il y a une ambiance très relaxe, avec des musiciens (adhérents) qui 
parlent toujours de ce qu'ils sont en train de répéter ou d'enregistrer, des festivals qui ap-
prochent, les bookings, de la musique en général. J'apprends beaucoup et je m'amuse.   
 
Je réponds avec confiance au téléphone—je prends des messages, fais ou confirme des 
réservations, et passe la ligne aux salariés quand on veut plus que des renseignements.  Il 
y aura une grande réunion le 24 juin pour l'Assemblé Générale Annuelle, où l'on présentera 
le rapport du moral, rapport des activités 2007, rapport financier, projets d'activités 2008, 
élection au conseil d'administration...  J'ai beaucoup apprécié l'occasion d'organiser et de 
découper une cinquantaine de livrets (Annual Report), ce qui m'a donné une très bonne 
compréhension de l'envergure, de la mission, et des activités de MAPL.  J'ai aussi assisté à 
une conférence avec des représentants de secteurs divers pour discuter le succès du festi-
val hip-hop du mois dernier... 
 
La ville de Lorient aussi a une belle voie piétonne avec beaucoup de boutiques et du shop-
ping, de jolis quais à coté de la petite rivière où il semble toujours être quelque chose d'in-
téressant, une église impressionnante (St. Louis), de beaux parcs, des halles particulières 
avec des marchés divers selon le jour, des musées intéressants....il faut dire que c'est vrai-
ment parfait!!! 
 
Je me suis inscrite pour une excursion ce week-end avec une équipe de la résidence: c'est 
une occasion de rencontrer d'autres résidents et de jouer sur la plage à Saint Malo.  On 
partira tôt samedi matin, passera la nuit dans une auberge de jeunesse et reviendra di-
manche.  Il y aura des matchs de volley, un barbecue, de l'ultimate frisbee, du jetski... on 
va s'amuser, sans doute!   

Alors, je te dis à bientôt!  C'est l'heure de déjeuner, de re-
garder les gens,  de me bronzer à côté de mes fontaines 
préférées devant l'Hôtel de Ville pendant 1 ou 2 heures si 
je veux....la vie est bonne! 
 
Ciao, 

Laura 
 

 
 

Lettre d’une stagiaire 

    For more information on ASSFAM, 
    see the sidebar on page 4. — Ed. 

 

Voilà un message envoyé, en été 2008, au directeur exécutif du 
PFMP, d’une étudiante faisant son stage à MAPL: Musiques d'Au-
jourd'hui au Pays de Lorient (Bregtagne).  Laura Radtke com-
plète le PFMP sur la piste Summer Institute, puisqu'elle travaille 
à plein temps durant l'année comme professeur de français 
dans un lycée public dans le Wisconsin du nord (White Lake). 

          Laura Radtke (media / arts / production culturelle),  
               à la plage et avec des amies à MAPL (droite) 
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Open to Possibilities (continued from page 4) 

News:  Faculty, Staff, Board Members, Partners, & Friends 

Kelley Conway, Associate Professor in the 
Department of Communication Arts, 
is currently serving as the Resident Director of 
the Academic Program in Aix-en-Provence, a 
study abroad program sponsored by the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin-Madison, the University of 
Michigan, and Indiana University.  Conway's 
recent publications include articles on Agnès 
Varda and Jean-Luc Godard’s museum instal-
lations and on Varda’s 1962 film Cléo de 5 à 
7.  Conway  was the recipient of a UW Distin-
guished Teaching Award in 2008 and is cur-
rently directing a PFMP thesis on the French 
industry and international distribution. 

Journalism and Mass Communica-
tion professor Dominique Brossard 
— along with collaborators in Ger-
many, Japan, Britain, and France — 
has just published an article in 
Science. The article discusses 
the interactions between jour-
nalists and scientists in these 
different countries around 
questions of emerging tech-
nologies.  She has directed 
PFMP theses on marketing 

(Continued on page 8) 

The program would like to thank Eleanor Lieberman, Beth Kramer, and San and Sarah Orr for 
their generous support of our students.  A  thousand-dollar scholarship goes a very long way in 

the life and work of a PFMP student.   
For information on giving to the PFMP, contact Executive Director  

Ritt Deitz at mdeitz@wisc.edu or 608-262-4090.  

Y O U R   G I F T   M A T T E R S 

agency was seeking someone with good 
organizational skills and a knowledge of 
French. 
      The job turned out to be at Electricité 
de France, the national French utility 

that had recently gone public and was begin-
ning to establish a presence in North Amer-
ica. Stadem found herself working as the 
Executive Assistant to the President, as-
signed to help organize the new American 
office.  
      Four years later, she’s still there. She is 
now helping coordinate the opening of a 
second EDF office in D.C., and she “wears 
every color and shape and size of hat imagin-
able.” She coordinates missions leaving the 
United States for France to study energy 
market issues and sustainability. She also 
manages French missions that come here. In 
her free time, she “acts like crazy,” building a 
name for herself in the professional theater 
scene.  
     “One of the best things that the PFMP 
tries to teach is the importance of network-
ing and staying open. When you take a job or 
an internship, you say, ‘Okay, this is what I 
thought it would be like, and this is what it 
actually is.’ Then you ask yourself, ‘Where do 
I fit in this?’ Learning what you like to do is 
just as valuable as learning what you don’t 
like to do.” 
     As far as finding her career in the want 
ads, Stadem says, “I feel like I’ve done a 
good job of staying open to possibilities. Be-
cause you never know when a semi truck is 
going to hit you.”  

       Conway’s re-
cent publications 

include articles on 
museum installa-

tions by French 
filmmakers 

Agnès Varda 
and Jean-Luc 

Godard.  

 

         Dominique Brossard 
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Eliza Doolittle tastes real chocolate: John 
Allnut (left) and Stadem in PYGMALION 
(photo A. Cefaly) 

 

One of  the best 
things that the 
PFMP tries to 

teach is the impor-
tance of  network-

ing and staying 
open. When you 
take a job or an 

internship, you say, 
‘Okay, this is what 
I thought it would 
be like, and this is 
what it actually is.’ 

Then you ask 
yourself, ‘Where do 

I fit in this?’    



Current Students & Alumni                                  
Irene Borngraeber (media/arts/cultural produc-
tion) has finished her internship at the Musée de 
Langres (Champagne) and is currently working in 
New York as a critic for ArtVoices magazine  
(artvoicesmagazine.com).  She also exhibits as a 
visual artist and will be working on upcoming 
shows with Deitch Projects, a contemporary gal-
lery in New York City. She is finishing her thesis 
on the development of commercial bread-bag 
design in France.  
 
Kateland Butler (business) a obtenu un B.A en 
français et en italien de l’Université d’Arizona en 
2007.  Elle fait actuellement son stage à INit 
Satisfaction, une société de marketing en région 
parisienne qui se spécialise en enquêtes de sa-
tisfaction des clients. 
 
Carl de la Chappelle (tuteur, 2007) a fait ce prin-
temps un stage au département Contrôle interne 
de Louis Vuitton North America à New York, où il 
a trouvé une "excellente ambiance entre expa-
triés français et New Yorkais pur souche." 
 
Amy Church (MFS 2002, international develop-
ment), her husband Romain Morel, and their son 
Luke (3)  are happy to announce the arrival of 
Luke's sister Anna, born August 4th.  Amy tea-
ches English at the École Supérieure de Com-
merce de Chambéry.  The family live in Mouxy, 
France. 
 
Mary Crowley (média / arts / production cultu-
relle) fera son stage professionnel cet hiver au 
Musée du Vieux Château à Laval (France) où elle 
aidera avec des expositions temporaires et la 
collection permanente d'art naïf.  Actuellement, 
elle gère des programmes artistiques pour les 
jeunes à Madison School and Community Re-
creation et fait des recherches pour son mé-
moire qui porte sur le financement des musées 
français.   
 
Nicole D'Amour (MFS 2004, international devel-
opment) has been promoted to Lease Sales 
Manager for the Northeastern U.S. and Canada, 
at CNH Capital (Racine, WI).   This summer, she 
went on a mission trip to Haiti and is organizing 
a visit to Racine for two young Haitians who grew 
up in the boys' home Nicci visited while on her 
trip.  This fall she joined the External Advisory 
Board. 
 
In May, Gretchen Dlugolecki (MFS 2008, EU af-
fairs) defended her thesis, La résolution sur la 
politique spatiale européenne: le prochain pas 
vers une politique européenne unifiée.    
 
Erin Edwards (international development) is in 
Madison after serving for two years with Ameri-

Corps in St. Paul, Minnesota.  Working with 
Admission Possible--a non-profit that helps 
low-income high school students get into col-
lege--Erin learned a lot about what needs to 
be done on a national level in the realm of 
social justice and educational equality.  She is 
excited to study these same issues on an in-
ternational level and hopes to do her intern-
ship in either the French Antilles or Africa. 
 
Katie Emrich (International Education) is in-
terning at the Agence Europe Education For-
mation France in Bordeaux, where she is help-
ing organize a European conference called 
"Intercultural Dialogue."  Additionally, she 
works on various translation and public com-
munication projects and happily hosts the 
occasional "lunch in English" for agency em-
ployees interested in brushing up on their 
English skills. 
 
Sarah Eskridge (MFS 2005, international educa-
tion) travaille à Baruch College, au Weissman 
Center for International Business en tant qu'orga-
nisatrice du certificat "étudiant global." Elle s'ins-
pire en grande partie du PFMP, en encourageant 
les participants à suivre un cours de formation 
thématique, à faire un projet de recherche sur la 
culture des affaires dans plusieurs pays, et à 
assembler un portefeuille professionnel avec CV, 
rapports d'événements et commentaire de livre.  
 
Sarah Eskridge et Clément Demetz (tuteur 2003-
04) vont se marier à St. Louis et à Lille en été 
2009. Ils se sont rencontrés au sein du PFMP 
pendant l'année du 2003-04, et vivent ensemble 
à New York depuis 2006. Clément travaille à 
Weiser-Mazars New York en tant qu'auditeur et 
consultant financier. Le couple va s'installer à 
Brooklyn. Ils souhaitent remercier à tous leurs 
collègues et camarades de classe pour leur sou-
tien et leur amitié. 
 
Leah Fink (Business) a obtenu un B.S. en fran-
çais et en génétique à l’Université du Wisconsin 
à Madison en 2008.  Elle s’intéresse au marke-
ting international des produits biotechnologi-
ques. 
 
Julia Grawemeyer (MFS 2008, media/arts/
cultural production) is currently translating and 
consulting for a small international company in 
Columbus, Ohio, as well as tutoring French.  This 
summer she worked as an instructor for the Ken-
yon Review Young Writers Workshop, where she 
taught creative writing and a foreign language 
genre workshop. Her essay on anger and the 
language barrier appears on their website 
(http://www.kenyonreview.org/blog/). 

(Continued on page 12) 
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From “Urban Wallpaper,” a recent 
series of monotypes by Irene Born-
graeber (media/arts/cultural pro-
duction).  

Alumna Nicole D’Amour  (MFS 2004) 
and friends, during her recent trip to 
Haïti.  

 



 

and is currently 
directing a PFMP 
project on na-
tional branding. 
 
Assistant Profes-
sor of French 
Névine El-
Nossery has or-
ganized a French-
language interna-
tional colloquium 
on campus for 
this fall.  Entitled 
"Modes de 
Représentation 

du pays natal dans l'écriture migrante," the gath-
ering brings together francophone writers from 
around the globe and will take place on October 
31 and November 1 on the Madison campus. 
 
Beth Kramer, Vice President and Editorial Direc-
tor at Vista Higher Learning and PFMP External 
Advisory Board member, has been named PFMP 
Honorary Fellow for 2008.  
 
Africa scholar and Associate Professor of Politi-
cal Science Scott Straus is the Faculty Coordina-

(Continued from page 6) 
 

tor for the UW-Madison Human Rights Initiative, 
a cross-campus, international project designed 
to stimulate new research and teaching on hu-
man rights.  His book on the Rwandan genocide, 
The Order of Genocide: Race, Power and War in 
Rwanda, won the 2006 Award for Excellence in 
Political Science and Government from the Pro-
fessional and Scholarly Publishing Division of the 
Association of American Publishers as well as an 
honorable mention from the African Studies 
Association for the Herskovits Prize.  Straus has 
directed PFMP theses on the Rwandan genocide 
in film and on the impending trial of Chad dicta-
tor Hissène Habré.  

Entitled "Modes de 
représentation du 
pays natal dans 

l'écriture migrante," 
the gathering brings 
together francophone 
writers from around 

the globe and will 
take place on 

October 31 and 
November 1 on the 

Madison campus. 

 

   Névine El-Nossery  

From the Executive Director (continued from page 4)  
of editors or reviewers.  As such, blogs cre-
ate in their readers a remarkable sense of 
immediacy. To that extent, they are like all 
other recent forms of “micro” production, 
from microbreweries to microcinema to 
local record labels and community-
supported agriculture. Like these things, 
blogs are bringing internationalization 
home. By taking the global to the local and 
back, they are extending the transformation 
of the global citizen. 
    Blogs have surfaced in the PFMP in a 
number of ways. Apparently, they have 
value as advertising. Last year, a prospec-
tive student was telling me that she had 
first read about the PFMP in a blog written 
by one of our now-current students.  As 
students go off to their internships around 
the French-speaking world, they increas-
ingly refer to their personal blogs, all of 
which have been filled with editorializing, 
reporting, and lovely photography. In this 
issue, we have cited actual student blogs 
for the first time, so that L’ESSOR readers 
can go even closer to the source and read 

more for themselves. Student-created 
blogs—by our particularly international and 
interesting students, I have to say—are one 
more reminder that newsletters, as impor-
tant as they are, do best when they give a 
snapshot of an organization, a taste of its 
membership, and then stand back to let the 
reader discover that membership from closer 
in. Go read those blogs, and any others you 
can find by program students and alumni. 
Then contact the authors directly, if you can.  
I’m betting you’ll find yourself in a very com-
pelling conversation.  
    As of this writing, we prepare for our an-
nual External Advisory Board meeting. This 
board, over half of which is made up of pro-
gram alumni, is active throughout the year, 
from individual mentoring to career-strategy 
videoconferences to other program-
enhancing projects. This year, a group of 
alumni on the board have created a Face-
book page for program alumni and former 
tuteurs—those French grande école students 
who work one-on-one with their PFMP peers 
and who constitute part of the international 
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                                       Scott Straus 

Author of  The Or-
der of  Genocide: 
Race, Power and 
War in Rwanda, 

Straus has directed 
PFMP theses on 

the Rwandan geno-
cide in film and on 
the impending trial 

of  Chad dictator 
Hissène Habré.  
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Beyond the Classroom                  Selected events on campus
 
9/12-9/20:  Madison World Music Festival featuring Niger's Etran Finatawa and many other free live 
world acts in a handful of venues across the city. 
 
9/25: "Berceau francophone: remarques à l'occasion du 400e anniversaire de la ville de Québec." 
Marc T. Boucher, Québec Government Representative for the Midwest.  La Maison française. 
 
10/2: "From Conquest to Camembert: Exploring Normandy-Wisconsin Connections."  Anne Topham, 
local cheesemaker, Fantôme Farm; Bill Berg, French and Italian; and Keith Busby, French and Italian. 
Grainger Hall, 975 University Avenue.  
 
10/15:  "Representations of Islam and the Question of Identity in Senegalese Literature and Film." 
Cherif Correa.  Department of African Languages and Literature.  12:00pm. 206 Ingraham Hall, 1155 
Observatory Drive. 
 
10/27:  "Back to the Future? The 60th Anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights."   
Micheline Ishay (University of Denver). 1:30 pm.  206 Ingraham Hall. 
 
11/7:  “Future of US-European Relations in the Shadow of the Iraq War."  Jeremi Suri, History.  
1:30pm – 2:30pm.  The Pyle Center, Auditorium (Room 121), 709 Langdon Street.  
 
ONGOING  
 
Public meals at the French House.  Wednesday night dinners (6pm) and Friday lunch (noon), open to 
the public, in a French-speaking restaurant with award-winning chef Betsy Piper.  Reservations at 
262-5074.  Wednesday night dinners followed by free Cinéclub screenings. 
 
African Studies Program Sandwich Seminar Series.  (Weekly presentations on African phenomena, 
current and historical, by scholars from all over the world.) 
 
International Opportunities Advising. Global Studies offers advising for those interested in academic 
and professional experiences abroad. 

 
In addition to a full  

schedule of graduate  
courses, PFMP students  

attend activities  
related to their academic  

work and interests  
throughout the semester. 

 
UW-Madison offers 

hundreds of talks and 
events every semester. 

At the left is a list 
of some of the programs 

that PFMP students  
can attend this fall. 

 
Most events are free, and  

the public is welcome.  
 From the Executive Director (continued from 

alumni network of the program. At this 
fall’s meeting, we’ll be hearing from 
the alumni who have created this page 
to see how best the program might 
involve current students in this particu-
lar form of alumni networking, to the 
quickest and deepest advantage of 
those just beginning the program.  As 
usual, the project is full of vigor and 
excitement (the page began attracting 
alumni and former tuteurs within hours 
of its creation), and program faculty 
and current students in particular look 
forward to what it will surely render 
before the first snow falls on the Isth-
mus. Or in Paris. Or Montreal. 
    A couple of final notes, for students 
and alumni who have not yet joined 
that Facebook page or created their 
own interactive blog: we are planning a 
big gala celebration for early next Octo-

ber, to kick off the program’s 
tenth year of life. It will be a black-
tie affair, with food and a live 
band and dancing, in Madison, 
and we will most definitely have 
more news about that event in the 
next issue of L’ESSOR. In the 
meantime, I am at work on a col-
lection of essays about the pro-
gram, likely due out as a book 
sometime in 2010, featuring writ-
ing by a number of program 
alumni from all the concentration 
areas. Which brings me back to 
democratic elections, and what 
they teach us when they are work-
ing as they are supposed to: noth-
ing brings perspective like a 
healthy multitude of voices. 

The UW-Madison Maison française on 
the shores of Lake Mendota, where 
PFMP students may live alongside 
other francophones.  Many French-
language program events take place 
here. 
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The first round table at the March 2008 symposium, 
“Diversité culturelle et identité francophone:  la 
jeunesse québécoise et la crise des 'accommodements 
raisonnables'.”    

 



nés, baiser la main d’une femme mariée, 
mais pas celle d’une jeune fille !  
     Savoir saluer correctement à l’écrit com-
prend aussi certaines conventions qui échap-
pent facilement aux Américains. Si vous avez 
jamais reçu un document officiel en France, 
vous avez sans doute repéré cette phrase 
fameuse : « Je vous prie, Monsieur/Madame, 
d’agréer mes sentiments les plus distingués. » 
Contrairement à la formule anglaise succincte 
« Sincerely », il faut s’exercer un peu plus pour 
rédiger une lettre de manière élégante en 
France. 
     Et oui, les bonnes manières comptent par-
tout, mais elles sont probablement les plus 
cruciales lorsqu’on se trouve à table.  Il existe 
en France plusieurs lois de la table qu’on ne 
trouve pas aux Etats-Unis. Caracalla nous en 
donne une liste détaillée, dont:  l'importance 
de dire « bon appétit », le droit de couper sa 
salade ou les spaghettis avec un couteau… 
sans parler du droit de tartiner son pain avec 
du fromage. Puis un petit avertissement aux 
hommes : il ne faut jamais laisser une femme 
se servir à boire ! Ensuite, une notion cho-
quante pour l'Américain de notre époque : il 
faut laisser ses invités fumer dans sa maison 
s’ils en ont envie, même si vous ne fumez pas.  
     Même si toutes ces leçons de bienséance 
sont parfois déconcertantes, ne désespérez 
pas. D’abord, le protocole a bien changé de-
puis le temps de la baronne Staffe; on n’est 
plus obligé, par exemple, de faire le deuil pen-
dant dix-huit mois après la mort d’un parent. 
Aussi les bonnes manières sont-elles souvent 
pareilles des deux côtés de l’Atlantique.  Pour 
la conversation, on ne raconte pas de « private 
jokes » lorsque le groupe ne les comprend 
pas, et on parle de sujets qui intéressent tout 
le monde—sans, évidemment, exclure qui que 
ce soit de la discussion en lui tournant le dos.  
(A noter en saison d'élections présidentielles:  

(Suite à la page 13) 

Les bonnes 
manières comptent 
partout, mais elles 
sont probablement 

les plus cruciales 
lorsqu’on se 

trouve à table.   

LIVRES RÉCENTS:  Le carnet du savoir-vivre        par Michelle Harrison 
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CARACALLA, LAURENCE.  Le carnet du savoir-  
     vivre.  Paris:  Flammarion, 2008.  ISBN 978-      
     2-0812-0899-5.  233p.  19,90 € 
 
     Pour ces Américains qui apprécient la 
culture française et qui voudraient vivre en 
harmonie avec elle, c'est parfois un véritable 
casse-tête que de gagner l’affection des Fran-
çais. Pour ces derniers, héritiers de la courtoi-
sie, les bonnes manières sont d’une impor-
tance capitale ; elles sont révélatrices de l’édu-
cation d’un individu ainsi que de ses valeurs et 
de son caractère.  Alors, comment définit-on en 
France les « bonnes manières » ? Certaines 
conventions se traduisent naturellement.  D’au-
tres, regrettablement, peuvent mettre des 
Américains moins avertis dans l’embarras.  
     Heureusement, il existe des Français prêts à 
nous guider dans ce « labyrinthe » de coutumes 
du pays qui fonctionne encore un peu sous le 

protocole de Louis XIV. Dans son livre 
Le Carnet du savoir-vivre, Laurence 
Caracalla explique l’étiquette à adop-
ter pour toutes sortes de situations, 
du divorce à l'adresse écrite sur une 
enveloppe. Ses conseils sont d’autant 
plus riches qu’ils font référence à 
ceux dans Usages du Monde, le ma-
nuel écrit par la « papesse » des bon-
nes manières de la fin du XIXe siècle, 
la Baronne Staffe. À partir de ce style, 
Caracalla illustre ce qui n’a pas chan-
gé depuis les cent dernières années--
mais aussi, d’une façon plus remar-
quable, ce qui a évolué.  
     La manière la plus intéressante 
d’aborder ce livre est, à mon avis, 
d’examiner les règles qu’un Améri-
cain pourrait trouver curieuses, et 
souvent horribles lorsqu’elles sont à 
l’origine d’un faux pas embarrassant. 
Si vous avez voyagé en France, vous 
avez sûrement appris l’importance de 
la salutation lorsque vous entrez dans 
un magasin. Saviez-vous qu’il faut 
également saluer vos concitoyens 
dans l’ascenseur, même si ce n’est 

qu’un simple geste de la tête? En faisant des 
présentations, sachez qu’on doit d’abord pré-
senter l’homme à la femme puis la femme à 
l’homme. Ensuite, on présente toujours le plus 
jeune au plus vieux en priorité. Contraire à ce 
que nous imaginons souvent en Amérique, il 
n’est pas obligatoire, dans un cadre privé, de 
s’embrasser sur les deux joues à la première 
rencontre. On peut préférer tendre la main. Les 
hommes peuvent même, pour être très raffi-

 

 

 



Livres récents:  La presse quotidienne nationale 

EVENO, PATRICK.  La presse quotidienne natio-
nale: fin de partie ou renouveau?  Paris:  
Vuibert, 2008.  ISBN 978-2-7117-1479-7.  
219p.  21 € 

 
 
There have been books and articles already writ-
ten about this subject, but none so informative 
and full of details about the history of the French 
press as Patrick Eveno's La presse quotidienne 
nationale : fin de partie ou renouveau?  This 
book takes the reader on a journey, from the 
roots of the French media to the current, rapidly 
changing environment that surrounds national 
and local newspapers.  His smooth transition, 
from one period of the French press to the other, 
allows the reader with no background in French 
journalism to understand the basic problems 
with relative ease.  
 
More than other books written about the news-
paper industry in France—such as Jean-Marie 
Charon's foundational La presse quotidienne 
(1996/2005) or  Pierre Albert's La presse fran-
çaise (2003)—Eveno's book develops a topic 

that is increasingly important for understanding 
the press: media concentration.  In so doing, 
Eveno elucidates the reasons why so many re-
gional and local newspapers have been re-
grouped and transformed.  As one might suspect, 
media concentration has caused many local 
newspapers to disappear throughout France.   
 
Patrick Eveno’s book is a good resource for those 
seeking academic knowledge about the French 
press.  Readers well-versed in the topic may 
sometimes feel Eveno covers much of what Jean-
Marie Charon has already said in La presse quo-
tidienne: in particular, on the questions of produc-
tion costs and advertising.  But these are such 
fundamental aspects of newspaper life that it is 
hard to imagine not discussing them.  In spite of 
previous research, like Charon's and others', 
Eveno's book is a fresh update on what is hap-
pening today and what may likely happen tomor-
row.    
 
While La presse quotidienne nationale contains a 
great amount of information about the French 
press, it could have elaborated further as to read-

ership in France and its future.   A 1992 
study done by  the Paris-based CESP 
(Centre d’étude des supports de publicité) 
highlights the fact that one out of two 
readers under the age of 35 reads the 
regional newspaper everyday.   Sixteen 
years later, that number is even lower:  
competing media have obviously had a big 
impact on readership in France.  While 
Internet, television, mobile phones and 
apparently every wireless gadget that hits 
the market can explain this cultural trend, 
Eveno's treatment of this important matter 
is relatively minor. 
 
If you are looking for a light read, this may 
not be the book for you.  I would, however, 
recommend it to anyone interested in 
French media culture.  Patrick Eveno has 
done a good job addressing the changes 
necessary in the French press and in show-
ing their current, rapid evolution.   

 
Gisselle Crisostomo (MFS 2008, media/
arts/cultural production) wrote her mas-
ter’s thesis on the impact of free newspa-
pers on the French press.   

 

 

This book takes 
the reader on a 
journey, from the 
roots of  the 
French media to 
the current, rap-
idly changing en-
vironment that 
surrounds na-
tional and local 
newspapers. 

               Gisselle Crisostomo 
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Current Students & Alumni 

 
Joseph D. O. Halaas (international education) is 
spending six months in Switzerland – first as a 
language teacher in Château d’Oex, and then as 
an intern at the University of Fribourg in the Dé-
partement des Sciences du Plurilinguisme et des 
Langues Etrangères.  (See Lettre d'un stagiaire, 
page 2.) 
 
Michelle Harrison (media/arts/cultural produc-
tion) a eu son BA de l’UW-Madison en 2006 en 
français et histoire de l’art. Après avoir passé 
deux ans en France comme étudiante puis assis-
tante d’anglais, elle a découvert sa passion pour 
le Québec en 2008. Elle compte y faire un stage 
en 2009 dans l’écogastronomie, son domaine de 
recherche.   
 
Elena Hart (international education) recently 
completed an internship at Chemin Faisant, a 
small company offering hiking tours in the 
Cévennes ardéchoises (between Ardèche and the 
Lozère), where her responsibilities included mar-
keting, web site design, translation, and greeting 
clients. Elena's master's research is on rural tou-
rism in France.   
 
Kirsten Holdwick (éducation internationale) 
a effectué son stage cet été à Toulouse, où elle a 
travaillé en tant qu'assistante pour le GEA Aeros-
pace Summer Program.  Cet automne, Kirsten 
travaille à mi-temps au bureau d'International 
Academic Programs à l'UW-Madison, pen-
dant qu'elle écrit son mémoire sur l'intégration 
des élèves défavorisés dans les grandes écoles 
françaises. 
 
Barbara Houdayer (tutrice 2004) est de retour 
aux Etats-Unis. Elle vient de déménager à New 
York avec son mari et espère donner un nouvel 
élan à sa carrière dans le domaine du marketing. 
Mais surtout, Barbara est très heureuse d'avoir la 
chance de retrouver les anciens du PFMP, et de 
pouvoir suivre une nouvelle fois les élections 
présidentielles américaines ! 
 
Christine Koprowski (business) a eu son B.A. en 
français et sciences politiques à l'UW-Madison 
en 2006.  Après avoir travaillé un an comme 
assistante d'anglais à Marseille, elle est nouvelle 
étudiante dans le PFMP cet automne. 
 
Christine Kuenzle (business) fait actuellement un 
stage a GfK (Growth from Knowledge), une boîte 
d'études en marketing à Rueil-Malmaison 
(France). Elle s'intéresse aux services offerts par 
les cabinets de conseil et à la recherche marke-
ting en France. 
 

(Continued from page 7) 
 

Jessica Kim (MFS 2006, business) has left AirClic 
(Bloomington, MN) for a position in sales and 
marketing at Qmags.com, an online digital 
magazine publishing company.  She lives in New 
York City.   
 
Meagan Lauing (MFS 2004, international educa-
tion) has been promoted to International Student 
Advisor at Southern Oregon University and is 
"very excited to be working in this new capacity."  
This fall, Meagan joined the PFMP External Advi-
sory Board.   
 
After a spring living in Moscow, Maureen Levis 
(MFS 2007, EU affairs) is back in Graz, Austria, 
where she teaches English in the physiotherapy 
department at the University of Applied Sciences.   
 
In April, Rebecca Lyne (MFS 2008, business) 
defended her thesis, Reflets dans un verre:  mar-
keting, communication et distinction culturelles 
dans l'industrie viticole française.  She is an inde-
pendent business development consultant in 
Paris, where she has lived and worked since 
2003.  She is the founder of the walking group 
Paris Walkers United and has just started the 
Paris-based business MeetGourmet.com.   
 
Megan Maley (MFS 2004, EU affairs) is still en-
joying life in Paris, working as an Apparel Prod-
uct Line Manager for Nike France. She is respon-
sible for the kids', running, tennis, and basketball 
apparel business for France. She has also found 
a “home away from home” in her neighborhood 
(“Chez Irène et Bernard”, to be exact) where she 
meets weekly with her former PFMP and Madi-
son pals to discuss all things Midwestern.  This 
summer, she traveled to the US, Sweden, Eng-
land, Morocco, and Latvia "to expand her hori-
zons a bit." 
 
Kelly McBrien (Business) est actuellement en 
stage chez Tours&Détours, une agence d'oeno-
tourisme, à Gevrey-Chambertin, France.  Elle 
s'intéresse aux nouvelles stratégies de marke-
ting et d'étiquetage du vin français pour consom-
mateurs anglophones. 
 
Audrey McGhee (Certificate 2006, business) 
works for Wegner CPAs in Madison.  She is also 
treasurer of The International Help Uganda Grow 
Foundation and just returned from a 2 week trip 
to Kampala, Uganda where she visited the Foun-
dation's school, set up financial policies and pro-
cedures, and trained employees in US-based 
practices of documentation and fiscal account-
ability.   
 
Sara Meador (affaires européennes) a obtenu un 
B.A. en français et affaires internationales à Vir-

(Continued on page 13) 
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Photos by Elena Hart, taken 
during her ecotourism intern-
ship this summer at Chemin 
Faisant (Ardèche). 



 

ginia Tech en 2008. Elle s’intéresse à la politique 
environnementale de l’Union européenne. 
 
Callista Meeusen (développement international) 
est actuellement à Madagascar, où elle termine 
son stage avec Ecoregional Initiatives, une orga-
nisation qui a pour but la sauvegarde du corridor 
forestier des Hauts Plateaux (voir la p. 14).  En 
décembre elle rentrera aux Etats-Unis pour finir 
son projet de mémoire, après quoi elle espère 
trouver un poste dans une ONG environmentale 
sur la côte ouest américaine.   
 
Jordan Milliken (MFS 2007, international devel-
opment)  has been teaching French at Nebraska 
Wesleyan University (Lincoln) and translating for 
the New York firm Transperfect.   
 
In May, Amanda (Wagner) Massopust (MFS 
2006, international education) and her husband 
Jason had a baby girl, Gabrielle Olivia.  Gabby 
and her parents are doing well.  Amanda works 
at CNH Capital (Racine, Wisconsin) as a bilingual 
wholesale support analyst for the Eastern Can-
ada region.   
 
Sarah Moore (media/arts/cultural production) 
obtained her BA in French and Journalism at UW-
Madison in 1996. Since then, she's been working 
in international communications for AT&T. She is 
currently interning at the international micro-
cinema organization KINO'00 (Montreal), where 
she works on promotion, archiving, event plan-
ning, mostly around regular screenings and the 
annual "Kabaret" festival.  True to the Renais-
sance nature of microcinema, she has also ap-
peared in several shorts and has helped proof 
screenplays. 
 
Kristen Murphy (EU affairs) spent the summer of 
2008 working at Sakonnet Vineyards in Little 

(Continued from page 12) 
 

Compton, RI. She is currently doing her intern-
ship in Saillans, France in the Fronsac appella-
tion of Bordeaux. Kristen is assisting Benoît Tro-
card, the vineyard manager and winemaker at 
Château Couraze, in the creation of the 2008 
vintage. 
 
Lisa Parisi (MFS 2006, business) has left her 
position as Risk Analyst at Newedge Financial, in 
Chicago, for a position as marketing coordinator 
in that same firm. Newedge, formerly Calyon, is 
a brokerage firm formed by the merger of Calyon 
Financial (of the Crédit Agricole Group) and Fi-
mat (of the Société Générale Group).  
  
Jenny Parker (éducation internationale) a un 
bachelor's en publicité de l'Université du Texas. 
Avant d'arriver au PFMP, elle a habité 5 ans en 
France, où elle était assistante d'anglais, jeune 
fille au pair et étudiante à l'Université de Greno-
ble.  Elle s'intéresse particulièrement à l'éduca-
tion en Afrique francophone.   
 
Kathleen Patterson (business) a eu son BA en 
français et philosophie à Bucknell University, où 
elle était assistante de langues. Elle s'intéresse à 
l'effet des nombreux types de contrats d'embau-
che sur la flexibilité des entreprises françaises. 
Elle espère faire son stage en France ou en 
Suisse. 
 
Nikki Pitotti (affaires européennes) a obtenu un 
B.A. en français et sciences politiques à Virginia 
Tech en 2008, après avoir fait un stage au Naval 
Criminal Investigative Service, à Washington. Elle 
s’intéresse à la réforme de l’Union Européenne 
concernant les lois d’immigration et la sécurité 
interne.    
 
Zoe Plaugher (international development) has 
moved to New York, where she is Marketing Co-
ordinator at GRANGE, a French furniture com-

(Continued on page 15) 

Director of photograhy Paskal Per-
rault, sound engineer Jean-François 
Lépine and intern/actor Sarah Moore 
(media/arts/cultural production), on 
the set of MONEY HONEY, a short 
film by Caroline Allard (KINO Kaba-
ret, Montreal,September 2008).   
Photo René Vu. 

Current Students & Alumni 

il n’est pas tabou de discuter de la politique en 
France, mais attention au sujet de l’argent .)   
     Si toutes ces précisions vous paraissent en-
core trop complexes, gardez au moins ce principe 
en tète, que la baronne Staffe et Caracalla souli-
gneraient aussi : soyez gracieux, respectez les 
coutumes particulières d'un pays, et prenez plai-
sir à découvrir les autres cultures. 

 
Michelle Harrison (media / arts / cultural 
production) is focusing her research on 
ecogastronomy in France and Quebec. 

      

Le carnet du savoir-vivre (suite de la page 10) 
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The Château Couraze in Saillans 
(Bordeaux), the vineyard where Kris-
ten Murphy (EU affairs) is interning.   

Allen Loew (EU affairs) this summer, at 
the European Parliament in Strasbourg. 

M. Jean-Baptiste Main de Boissière, 
Consul Général de France à Chicago, 
donne un discours à la Maison française 
de Madison. 



Lettre d’une stagiaire 

      Callista Meeusen  

Callista Meeusen (international development) 
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Here are excerpts of an email Callista Meeusen shared with L'ESSOR—an email she sent 
out this September to friends in the PFMP.  Callista is interning at Ecoregional Initiatives 
in Fianarantsoa, Magagascar—read more about her experience on her blog, including 
pictures of the unusual musical notation used by a church choir she has been singing with 
(callistainmadagascar.blogspot.com). 

Dear PFMP friends, 
 
I’ve now been en stage for nearly a month, here in sunny Madagascar winter.   I 
must say that winter in Fianarantsoa (48-72°F), despite all of the precautions that I 
heard about how cold it would be, is far superior to winter in Wisconsin. After 4 
weeks, I’m feeling bien installée, both at home and in the office.  I’m working for 
Ecoregional Initiatives (ERI), a program promoting alternatives to slash-and-burn 
agriculture (tavy).  The program is financed by USAID, but carried out by Develop-
ment Alternatives Inc, an American contracting firm.   
 
Although my main project hasn’t gotten off the ground yet, I’ve had the opportunity 
to visit field sites where the effects of ERI's work can be seen quite clearly.  Particu-
larly interesting is the Koloharena farmer movement, composed of groups of farm-
ers committed to environmentally sustainable agriculture and the preservation of 
biodiversity.  I’ve so far had my first meal at a hoteley, my first cramped ride on a 
taxi-brousse, and my first lemur sighting.  On the less positive side, yet still a cul-
tural experience, I made an unnecessary trip to Antananarivo to renew my visa, only 
to be sent back to Fianarantsoa to easily take care of it here. 

 
On the homefront, I’m living among a Malagasy family in a house newly re-
modeled by the Projet de la Sauvegarde de la Vieille Ville program.   My hosts 
could not be more accommodating – there’s always hot water for my bucket 
shower, a clean pit latrine, and friendly children greeting me when I get home.  
Miraculously, I am not yet sick of rice, as there are so many ways of preparing 
it here, and I have beautiful sunset views from my porch each evening.  I’ve 
also joined a church choir, which is conducted entirely in Malagasy, but we all 
speak music.   
 

After a brief period of culture shock/traveling loneliness, I have high 
hopes for the rest of my time here.  I believe in the ERI project, and I’ve 
quickly learned how vast it is in terms of partners in the entire region. 

 
Bon semestre/bonne continuation à tous, 

Callista  

Top to bottom:  landscape near Fianarant-
soa; typical local house under construction; 
a typical (finished) local house.  Left to 
right:  Callista’s porch;  kids learn about 
hygiene by playing “microbes” in a sketch.   
                           Photos by C. Meeusen. 

 
 

 



 

pany.  She is simultaneously finishing her thesis 
and becoming involved in the NGO community in 
New York. 
 
Laura Radtke (media/arts/cultural production) 
continues to teach French at White Lake School in 
the North woods of Wisconsin, after a summer 
internship in Lorient, France at MAPL (See page 
5).  This November, Laura will present at the 
WAFLT Wisconsin Association for Language 
Teachers annual conference in Appleton, Wiscon-
sin.  Her session is titled, "Fête de la musique = 
Faites de la musique."   
 
Sarah (Humprhey) Reinprecht (MFS 2003, media / 
arts / cultural production) and her husband Steve 
are happy to announce the birth of their son Hen-
ning Steven Reinprecht, born on July 15.  Sarah 
continues to produce three product lines for her 
company, Sarah Lansdale pillows. 
 
In April, Kara Schroepfer (MFS 2008, international 
development) defended her thesis, Les sacs en 
plastique: solutions et problèmes en Afrique de 
l'Ouest, and has just finished a yearlong position 
with the British NGO, Frontier, working in Tanzania 
with small mammals.   
 
Cristina Settar (business) a obtenu un B.A. en fran-
çais et en psychologie à Bucknell University en 
mai 2008.  Sa thèse senior a examiné le rôle du 
terroir dans la société française actuelle.   Sa re-
cherche de maîtrise porte sur la formation de 
l'identité, particulièrement en relation de la psy-
chologie du travail.  
 
Maura Stadem (MFS 2004, media/arts/cultural 
production) is Director of Operations for Electricité 
de France International North America's Washing-
ton, D.C. office.  She continues to act (see lead 
article, page 1) and is working on a new play writ-
ten by her fiancé, the playwright Gwydion 
Suilebhan.  
 
In May, Shannon Takacs (MFS 2008, media/arts/
cultural production) defended her thesis, Internet 
et la communauté gaie du Québec: quatre études 
de cas.  She is currently teaching French at India-
na University Northwest and acting in a theater 
troupe in suburban Chicago.   
 
Jenny Vigoren (MFS 2007, international develop-
ment), whose thesis was on ethic discrimination in 
the French public housing sector, works for the 
U.S. Department of Defense.  She lives in Wash-
ington, D.C. 

(Continued from page 13) 
 

 
Patrick J. Whelan (éducation internationale) a 
obtenu un B.A. en français à UW-Madison en 
2005. Il a travaillé pendant une année comme 
assistant d’anglais au Lycée la Haie Griselle à 
Gérardmer (France).  Il est actuellement stagiaire 
à l’Agence Europe Education Formation France, et 
il espère travailler après dans la coordination des 
services offerts aux étudiants effectuant des étu-
des à l’étranger. 
 
Erin (Lieg) Woodard (MFS 2004, business) is Sen-
ior Coordinator of the Group Study Exchange (GSE) 
department of The Rotary Foundation in Evanston, 
IL.  She currently works with exchange teams of 
young professionals traveling from portions of 
Europe and Africa to learn about how their voca-
tions are practiced abroad.   
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A view from the sound board at MAPL (Musiques dAu-
jourd’hui du Pays de Lorient), and a view of the sea at 
Saint-Malo.  Photos by Laura Radtke. 

Erin Woodard 
currently works 
with exchange 
teams of  young 
professionals trav-
eling from por-
tions of  Europe 
and Africa to 
learn about how 
their vocations are 
practiced abroad.   
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 The University of Wisconsin-Madison Professional French Masters Program 
is an interdisciplinary master’s degree program in French studies with con-
centrations in business, French education, international education, Euro-
pean Union affairs, international development and media/arts/cultural pro-
duction, culminating in a personalized professional internship abroad and a 
thesis on a topic in the student’s field. Qualified students not working to-
ward a master’s degree, but who wish to do much of the coursework and 
the internship, may take the Capstone Certificate of Professional French 
Studies. 

La Tour Eiffel de nuit, 2008.   
Photo Kris Olds.   


