PFMP

WHAT DO ALUMNI SAY
ABOUT THE PFMP ?
"The PFMP helped me combine
my academic interests into a
concrete professional plan that
brought me to a long-term career
in Paris, in a job I am passionate
about.”

Sarah Sommerkamp (MFS 2015, international
development), inspects nurseries in Eastern
Congo, as part of her work as field coordinator
for Africa-focused nonprofit Mavuno

Leah Fink (MFS 2010)
Kantar Health (Paris)

FRENCH FOR CAREERS
PFMP graduates work in jobs where
fluency in French and an effective
communication style are critical assets.
All required courses are in French and at
the graduate level.
Each PFMP student specializes in French
with a focus in one of six concentration
areas: business, education, European
Union affairs, international
development, international education, or
media / arts / cultural production.
Dovetailing with courses are PFMP
professional skills workshops in
International Development, Translation
Techniques, Data Analytics, Fundraising
and Non-Profits, Market Research,
Strategic Communication, International
Education, Entrepreneurship and Project
Management.
All PFMP students pay the same tuition,
regardless of state residency, and can
complete their master’s in 30 credits.
Every PFMP student does an individualized professional internship in the Frenchspeaking world. Our alumni-rich External
Advisory Board connects our students to
the professions through consultation,
mentoring, and networking that continues
years after graduation.

"The PFMP gave me the edge I
needed to get my foot in the door
of international development. Not
long after my PFMP internship in
Senegal, I found myself discussing
the mango industry with the former Haitian Prime Minister of
Agriculture."
Karen Dawes (MFS 2005)
PSI (Washington, DC)

"The PFMP provided me with the
communication skills, confidence
and connections I needed to
launch a career in international
business. After 11 years working
in France, the Netherlands, the UK
and Ireland, I use my French daily.
I can honestly say I would never
have had these opportunities
without the PFMP.”
Megan Lachner-Maley (MFS 2005)
Nike UK & Ireland (London)

COULD THE PFMP BE FOR YOU?
It might be, if . . .
 you have a bachelor's degree
 you can speak and write comfortably
in French
 you want to begin an international
career outside the academic
classroom
 you want work experience in a
French-speaking country
 you want the possibility of finishing a
master’s degree in a calendar year
Or if you are already a French teacher
and . . .
 you want to earn a master’s degree
over two summer sessions, with part
time distance work during the year
 you are interested in studying with
recognized experts in world language
teaching
 you want to try out new
technologies in applied projects in
français langue étrangère

"My experience in the PFMP was
vital in preparing me for the
professional work environment.”
Christopher Quinlan (MFS 2003)
Brigham Young University (UT)

"The PFMP gave me the experience
to feel confident in my ability to
perform in a French work
environment.”

-

-

Kathleen Patterson (MFS 2010)
Champagne Laurent-Perrier (NYC)

For more testimonials,
newsletters, and application
information:

http://pfmp.wisc.edu

-

PERSONALIZED ATTENTION
Each entering full-time academic class is
seminar-sized, typically between 8 and 12
students. Summer Institute groups are
similar in size.

SPECIFIC SKILLSETS
Students take small-sized professional skills
workshops with experts and workshops in
the latest technologies, benefiting from
state-of-the-art facilities and personalized
training on campus.

UNIQUE FEATURES
THE INTERNSHIP
Throughout the year of coursework, our
Assistant Director meets individually with
students and hunts for the internship
opportunity that best fits each student's
goals and skill set. PFMP internships can
run from 8 weeks to a year in length.

TWO DIFFERENT TRACKS
Full-time academic students finish their
coursework in two semesters, with the
possibility in certain cases of doing the
internship and completing the program in
one calendar year. Summer Institute track
students in French and education can do
their master’s over the course of two years,
part-time on campus or with coursework
during summer sessions and light distance
coursework during the academic year.

CAREER-SPECIFIC LANGUAGE SKILLS
Each student combines graduate-level
work in language and culture with individual research and applied experience
in a professional concentration area.
Advanced proficiency is required for
admission, and all students complete and
present a professional portfolio, in French,
in order to graduate.

A STUDENT-CENTERED PROGRAM
Whether through advising, networking
events, course projects, the internship, or
the professional portfolio, each PFMP
student has a great deal of creative
control over his or her individual program. PFMP students are known for their
entrepreneurship and initiative.

State Street, glimpsed from the glass staircase
inside the Madison Museum of Contemporary Art

THE CITY
A small, progressive Midwestern city,
Madison is full of restaurants, urban bike
paths, housing and food co-ops, museums,
libraries, shops, microbreweries and
coffeehouses. Regularly listed as one of
America's most livable cities, it also
features the largest weekly farmer's market
in which growers may only sell produce
raised in the state. The city sits on an
isthmus between Lakes Mendota and
Monona, with the State Capitol in the
center and the UW-Madison at the other
end of the State Street shopping district.
Most students move through their typical
day on foot, by bus, or aboard a bicycle.

THE UNIVERSITY
WHERE HAVE STUDENTS INTERNED?
Among other places…
-AZUR Développement (Brazzaville, Congo)
-Vigeo Ratings (Paris)
-Init Marketing (Paris)
-Château Couraze (Saillans)
-Hautes Etudes Commerciales (HEC) Montréal
-Paramount Home Entertainment France (Paris)
-Ciné-Tamaris (Paris)
-Redbridge DTA finance (Paris)
-KINO’00 (Montreal)
-ERI (Fianarantsoa, Madagascar)
-Arion orchestre baroque (Montréal)
-Préfecture de la région d’Aquitaine, (Bordeaux)
-SOS-Racisme (Paris)
-Université Gaston Berger (St-Louis, Sénégal)
-Réseau africain de forêts modèles (Yaoundé,
Cameroun)
-Fondation Québec Philanthrope (Québec)

Founded in 1848, the University of
Wisconsin –Madison is consistently ranked
among the top public research universities
in the world. One of the country’s oldest
French departments, UW-Madison has a
long tradition of innovation. The PFMP
regularly collaborates with other Frenchand Francophone-connected groups on
campus, including European Studies,
African Studies and the Center for
Interdisciplinary French Studies.

Professor Gilles Bousquet (Faculty Co-Director), at
a regular PFMP symposium on careers in French

Kate Williams
(MFS 2013, international development)
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